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2019 Annual Report 

 

Message from Leadership 

 

In November 2019, Scotland Cancer Treatment Center has received a 3-year accreditation by 

Commission on Cancer - The American College of Surgeons, which ensures we have a 

comprehensive, high quality and multidisciplinary, and patient centered cancer care program.  We 

are dedicated to improving survival and quality of life for cancer patients through adherence to 

high standards for treatment, prevention, research, education and monitoring of our cancer 

program.  

 

Our affiliation and partnership with Duke Cancer Network continues to be strong, providing 

world-class care close to home by having Duke physicians and Advanced Practice Providers. 

 

We are very excited to about our new Radiation Oncologist, Dr. Norleena Gullett, Radiation 

Oncologist and Medical Director for our Duke radiation department. In addition to her experience 

in standard radiation oncology treatments, Dr. Gullett is trained in the placement of SpaceOAR, a 

hydrogel placement for prostate cancer patients. SpaceOAR hydrogel acts as a protective spacer 

between the prostate and the rectum and has been clinically proven to reduce the risk of side effects 

during and after radiation treatment which leads to improved quality of life, for most patients who 

receive the treatment. 

 

“We are very proud to be the first in our region to offer this innovative procedure to the patients 

within our communities and Dr. Gullett’s years of experience and expertise in addition to 

implementing the SpaceOAR procedure here, this aligns with Scotland’s mission to offer better 

and closer care right here in Laurinburg.” says Cheryl Davis, M.D., Senior Vice President of 

Medical Affairs, Chief Medical Officer of Scotland Health Care System.  

Dr. Gullett will also continue the close relationship with Duke Radiation Oncology as 100% of 

new patient cases are presented and reviewed by Duke Radiation Oncology specialists.  

Medical Oncology and Radiation Oncology continue to participate in a robust Tumor Board which 

meets twice a month to review new cancer cases using a multidisciplinary team approach.  Regular 

participants include Surgeons, Pathologist, Radiologists, Palliative Care physician, Urologist, ENT 

physician, and Primary Care Providers.  
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Scotland Health Care System also initiated a Lung Cancer Task Force in May 2019, in 

collaboration with Duke Cancer Network, to focus on the #1 cancer in our county. This group is 

charged with developing strategies to reduce lung cancer mortality.  “The Lung Cancer Task Force 

is a tremendous asset to the health care system to create a care continuum around Lung Cancer. It 

links prevention to screening to treatment. This is a great example that we offer Closer care that 

is Better by far, says Dr. Cheryl Davis, executive sponsor. 

Scotland Cancer Treatment Center remains honored to have great support from our community for 

patient assistance.  The Scotland Memorial Foundation enables us to alleviate barriers to care such 

as transportation, medication expenses, and dental assistance. They also provide funds for our 

support groups, our wig program and nutritional support services, just to name a few. We could 

not provide all these services to our cancer patients without the generous support of our community 

and their donations to our cancer center.     

 

Finally, we are very proud to sponsor several community outreach prevention and screening 

programs every year, and 2019 was no exception.  We thank all the participants who continue to 

make these programs a success! 

 

Please see our attached 2019 Community Outreach Summary  

(Standard: 1.8, 4.1, 4.2).  
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Accomplishments this year include: 
 

1. Exceeded projected Medical Oncology visits for 2019 by 46%    

2. Exceeded projected Radiation Oncology treatments for 2019 by 35% 

3. Almost 800 new patients served this year. 

4. Scotland County School System Tobacco-free Initiative – implemented the ASPIRE   

(A Smoking Prevention Interactive Experience which is a self-paced, online program that is evidence-

based, youth-oriented tobacco prevention and cessation program.  When children are caught smoking or 

using tobacco/vaping, during their ISS (In School Suspicion), they are required to complete this 

program. 

5. We are excited to have two Duke medical oncology fellows (Dr. Prioty Islam and Dr. Jacob Kaufman) 

that currently see Oncology patients with Dr. Klotz and Dr. Altomare weekly.  The fellows are the 

primary physicians responsible for the care of their cancer patients.  Their presence augments the 

academic and teaching environment at Scotland Cancer Treatment Center.  Additionally, it exposes 

fellows from a tertiary academic cancer center to the challenges and satisfactions associated with 

providing high quality care in a community cancer environment.  

6. We exceeded our goal of enrolling 11 patients on a Duke Clinical Trial – this year we have enrolled 14 

patients.  We continue to be committed to cutting-edge Duke cancer research, as active research is the 

only way to improve cancer treatment outcomes. We would like to thank our research nurse, Amy 

Robertson, RN, BSN, as well as the support we receive from the research team at the Duke Cancer 

Network, and of course all the patients and their families who support clinical trials. 

7. Scotland’s Susan G. Komen grant ended this year for our Breast Health Patient Navigator, but we are 

excited that Leslie Herndon, MBA-HEM, RT(R)(T) remains in this role. This dedicated position is 

responsible for follow-up on abnormal mammograms, no-call no-show mammogram appointments, 

scheduling additional imaging views and meeting with the patient at the surgeon’s office for discussion 

and scheduling of diagnostic procedures.  Patients are accompanied by the Breast Health Patient 

Navigator during the diagnostic process leading up to a hand-off to the Hope Gibson, RN, Cancer Center 

Patient Navigator as necessary.  

8. We implemented a Health Literacy program to look at our patient consents, instruction and education 

forms to evaluate the reading and comprehension level. The cancer center was the first department in the 

health care system to embark on this improvement.  We reviewed and updated over 20 forms.  

9. Our volunteer program continues to grow, and we want to thank our exceptional volunteers for 

providing their time to serve our patients. Ms. Olean Seals, Mr. Robert Woods, Ms. Margaret Love and 

Ms. Karan Butler – THANK YOU! 

 

 

We look forward to the challenges and changes that each year brings and continue to work to deliver the very 

best cancer treatment available in a caring environment that is close to home for our patients.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeffrey Klotz, MD, Cancer Committee Chair  

Medical Director, Scotland Cancer Treatment Center  

Duke Cancer Network 


