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ip Cristine Eudy, DNP, RN, FNP, CNE • * ** 
Interim Provost and Dean of Nursing

Rachel Houston, DHSc, CMA(AAMA) • * **
Dean of Health Professions
Community Health & Wellness

Lori Brown, DNP, RN
Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

Christopher Goenner, MHS, NRP, NCEE
Community Paramedicine

Kathy Subasic, PhD, OTR-L 
Occupational Therapy Assistant 

Tracy James, PhD
Biomedical Sciences and Life Sciences

Jacqueline Mayo, OTD, OTR/L * **
Interdisciplinary Health Studies and Occupational Therapy

Sophia R. Miranda, Ed.D, MSL**
Master of Science in Health Sciences

Jerry Oxendine, PhD, RN **
Master of Science in Nursing
Associate Degree in Nursing, Interim

Michelle Payne, MAEd, CST, FAST • *
Surgical Technology

Andrea Phronbarger, PhD, MA, DS
General Education

Kassi Raffaldt, CMA(AAMA)
Medical Assistant

Archana Sawant, MS, RRT-NPS, RCP
Respiratory Therapy

Rhonda Weaver, EdD, RT(R)(M)(BD)(CT) • * 
Health Sciences Leadership & Development and Medical Imaging

ADMINISTRATION                                                                       

Diane M. Uzarski, DNP, MPH, RN 
President
Cristine Eudy, DNP, RN, FNP, CNE • * ** 
Interim Provost and Dean of Nursing 

Christine L. Corsello, MS 
Dean, Student Affairs and 
Enrollment Management

GOVERNING BOARD                                                                        
 

Jessica Castrodale, MSN, RN • 
Chairperson

Darrell Hinnant, MAT
Vice Chairperson

Conitsha Barnes, BA
C. Trent Blackman, MD 
Jazmin Caldwell, JD
William M. Dorner, MSIS
Tim Hagler, BS
Angela Reid, MBA, MHA, BSN, NEA-BC
Aurora Swain, BS
Chris Triolo, EdD

Thomas T. Long III, MD 
Member Emeritus

Patty A. Propst, RN • 
Member Emeritus

Past or present recipients: 
*Educational Excellence Award		  •Cabarrus College of Health Sciences Alumni
**Anita A. Brown Leadership in Education Award
                        



WELCOME TO THE CABARRUS COLLEGE OF HEALTH 
SCIENCES 2026 COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY.                                                                        

Today, we honor the accomplishments of our graduates as we 
confer master’s, bachelor’s, associate degrees, and diplomas to 
an exceptional class. Many will graduate with honors, and others 
will be recognized for excellence in academic achievement, 
leadership, and service. All are part of a new generation of caring 
healthcare professionals building careers in a field that is dynamic 
and ever evolving.

Healthcare continues to be transformed by advances in 
technology and innovative models of care. Yet, the need for a 
human‑centered approach has never been greater. Our graduates 
understand that exceptional care requires both technical expertise 
and a deep commitment to compassion, communication, and 
patient‑centered practice.

At Cabarrus College, students are prepared through a blend of 
academic excellence and practice‑ready experience, guided by 
nationally recognized faculty and supported by a strong campus 
community. As part of Atrium Health and Advocate Health, they 
are also connected to a broader mission advancing high‑quality, 
compassionate care across communities. Our graduates are 
entering high‑demand professions, prepared to meet critical 
workforce needs across the greater Charlotte region and beyond 
while making a meaningful difference in the lives they serve.

As they begin this next chapter, we celebrate their achievements 
and look ahead with pride, confident they will help shape a 
healthier future for our community and beyond.

Please join us in congratulating our graduates!

With warm regards,
 
Diane M. Uzarski, DNP, MPH, RN
President
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   Program
PROCESSIONAL                                                                      Pomp and Circumstance

CALL TO ORDER                                                          Jessica Castrodale, MSN, RN
                              Chairperson, Governing Board

INVOCATION                                                              Rev. Lauren Baker Thomas
Associate Director, Spiritual Care and Education

Atrium Health Cabarrus

WELCOME AND                                                   Diane M. Uzarski, DNP, MPH, RN 
ADDRESS		                                                                    President

KEYNOTE ADDRESS                                             	     Roy L. Hawkins, Jr., FACHE
Senior Vice President & President, Charlotte Area

Advocate Health

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS                     Cristine Eudy, DNP, RN, FNP, CNE
Interim Provost 

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES                                               Provost Eudy

MASTER’S DEGREES                                                                           

Health Sciences			                                  Sophia R. Miranda, Ed.D, MSL 

Nursing                                                                                    Jerry Oxendine, PhD, RN 

Occupational Therapy                                                    Jacqueline Mayo, OTD, OTR/L

                                                      

BACHELOR’S DEGREES

Biomedical Science                                                                                 Tracy James, PhD

Community Paramedicine                             Christopher Goenner, MHS, NRP, NCEE

Health Sciences Leadership                         Rhonda Weaver, EdD, RT(R)(M)(BD)(CT)	
and Development  



Interdisciplinary Health Studies                                     Jacqueline Mayo, OTD, OTR/L

Medical Imaging                                          Rhonda Weaver, EdD, RT(R)(M)(BD)(CT) 

Nursing                                                                                                    Lori Brown, DNP, RN

Respiratory Therapy 			       Archana Sawant, MS, RRT-NPS, RCP

ASSOCIATE DEGREES

Life Sciences					                          Tracy James, PhD

Nursing                                                                                           Jerry Oxendine, PhD, RN

Occupational Therapy Assistant                                          Kathy Subasic, PhD, OTR/L

Surgical Technology                                                  Michelle Payne, MAEd, CST, FAST

DIPLOMAS                                                                           

Medical Assistant                                                                  Kassi Raffaldt, CMA(AAMA)

CONFERRING OF DEGREES                                                          President Uzarski

 

ALUMNI WELCOME                              Rhonda Weaver, EdD, RT(R)(M)(BD)(CT)    	
	                                    Bachelor of Science in Medical Imaging, Class of 2010

CLOSING REMARKS                                                            Chairperson Castrodale

BENEDICTION                                                                     Rev. Thomas 

 



CABARRUS COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES 
PROVIDES PROGRESSIVE, EXEMPLARY 

HEALTHCARE EDUCATION.

Our Mission

OUR VISION
To be a premier leader of innovative healthcare education.

OUR CORE VALUES 

CARING
•  Always putting the needs of others before our own
•  Providing a personal touch to everything we do
•  Understanding and meeting others’ needs
•  Anticipating future student needs and opportunities

COMMITMENT
•  Going the extra mile
•  Using the best in technology and teaching practices
•  Championing new and better ideas, and a “can do” attitude
•  Maintaining the highest performance standards
•  Striving for educational excellence

TEAMWORK
•  Fostering collaborative teamwork
•  Doing one’s best so others can do their best
•  Valuing diversity as a team
•  Being there to help out our colleagues

INTEGRITY
•  Holding ourselves accountable to the highest ethical standards
•  Taking personal responsibility (being accountable)
•  Complying with legal and accreditation requirements
•  Speaking the truth 
•  Exhibiting honest, objective behavior in every interaction
•  Delivering consistently on commitments



Roy L. Hawkins, Jr. is Senior Vice President and President of the Charlotte 
Area for Advocate Health, one of the nation’s largest nonprofit healthcare 
systems. In this role, he provides executive leadership for one of the 
system’s most dynamic and rapidly evolving markets, overseeing the 
strategic, operational, and cultural direction of a complex, multi-hospital 
ecosystem serving communities across North Carolina. 

Mr. Hawkins’ leadership is grounded in advancing clinical excellence, 
expanding access to care, strengthening community and academic 
partnerships, and fostering high-performing environments where patients, 
clinicians, and teams can thrive. He brings more than 20 years of senior 
healthcare leadership experience across academic, nonprofit, for-profit, 
and government healthcare systems, with a consistent focus on quality, 
equity, and operational excellence. 

Prior to joining Advocate Health, Mr. Hawkins served as Senior Vice 
President and Chief Executive Officer of Jackson Memorial Hospital in 
Miami, one of the nation’s largest public hospitals. During his tenure, he 
led major clinical enterprises including the Ryder Trauma Center and the 
Miami Transplant Institute. His career also includes CEO and COO roles 
within the Jackson Health System, HCA Healthcare, and multiple Veterans 
Affairs healthcare organizations, where he served as Chief Operating 
Officer and Deputy Medical Center Director. 

A nationally recognized healthcare leader, Mr. Hawkins is a board-certified 
healthcare executive, a Fellow of the American College of Healthcare 
Executives, and a Past President of the National Association of Health 
Services Executives. He currently serves on the Howard University Hospital 
Corporation Board of Directors, where he chairs the Credentialing 
Committee, and serves on the board of the Scottsdale Institute, a leading 
community of healthcare executives advancing collaboration and 
innovation. Most recently, he was appointed to the board of United Way 
of Greater Charlotte, extending his leadership beyond healthcare delivery 
into broader community impact and regional stewardship. 

Mr. Hawkins is a proud alumnus of Howard University, where he earned 
a Bachelor of Business Administration, and he holds a Master of Health 
Administration from Florida International University. He remains dedicated 
to advancing innovation, excellence, and sustainable healthcare delivery 
models that improve outcomes for individuals, families, and communities.

Roy L. Hawkins, Jr., FACHE
Senior Vice President & President, Charlotte Area
Advocate Health
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Academic Excellence and Critical Thinking Award
Recognizes a Cabarrus Health Sciences Institute graduate who demonstrates 
outstanding academic achievement across college-level coursework, along 
with strong analytical thinking, intellectual curiosity, and engagement with 
complex ideas.

Health Professions Best All-Around Student Award
Recognizes the health professions undergraduate graduate that exhibits 
excellence in scholastic, personal and social relationships, technical skills,       
co-curricular activities and volunteerism.

Anita H. Talbott Academic Achievement Award
Recognizes the allied health associate degree graduate who has the highest 
cumulative grade point average (GPA).

Tiffany Trumbetta Spirit of Occupational Therapy Award
Recognizes the Master of Occupational Therapy graduate that 
demonstrates outstanding achievement in the areas of scholarship, 
involvement in student and professional activities, and leadership in the area   
of service to the profession.

Dr. Linny and Joyce Baker Pediatric Nursing Award
Recognizes the Associate of Science in Nursing graduate who has shown a 
high degree of interest and skill in providing compassionate care to children.

W.R. Floyd Surgical Nursing Award
Recognizes the Associate of Science in Nursing graduate who shows 
a high degree of interest and skill in providing for the care and 
comfort of surgical patients.

George A. Batte Jr. Scholastic Achievement Award
Recognizes the Associate of Science in Nursing graduate who has 
the highest cumulative grade point average (GPA).

Cannon Best All-Around Nursing Student Award
Recognizes the Associate of Science in Nursing graduate who excels in 
scholastic standing, personal and social relations and co-curricular activities.

Spirit of Nursing Award
Recognizes the Nursing graduate who exemplifies qualities of grace, integrity, 
perseverance, determination, patience and compassion.

Elizabeth Mabrey Distinguished Baccalaureate Merit Award 
Recognizes the Bachelor of Science in Nursing graduate for exceptional 
academic, leadership and service achievement.

Baccalaureate Academic Achievement Award 
Recognizes the bachelor’s degree graduate with the highest cumulative grade 
point average (GPA).

Edith M. Dennis Service Award
Recognizes the graduate who has demonstrated outstanding school spirit, 
caring behaviors and has contributed to the unity of the College.

Robert L. Wall Leadership Award
Recognizes the graduate who exhibits leadership qualities and demonstrates 
the potential for future leadership roles in healthcare.
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MASTER OF SCIENCE IN  
HEALTH SCIENCES 

Morgan Cheek Adams
Juanita Bryan-Robinson
Jennifer Ray Castillo
Katherine Marie Fiedler
Sequoia J. Finney
June Foster
Cherilyn E. Davis Garner
Laura Lynn Gray
Moet I. Hearne
Michele A. Hendrix
Logan T. Humphries
Aimey Green Jimm
Ra’Ven Ja’Myaha Joyce
Patience Keefe
Sydney Rigsby Lassiter
Ashley Lowe
Kory Nesslinger  ΦΘΚ

Zakia Ofori
LaChundra D. Pemberton
Zakari Scott
Anastasia Marie Smith 
Sir Frederick Earl Townsend II 
Sriveni Vanama
Jennifer Elaine Wiggins
Emily Anna Yanok

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
NURSING

L. Frenttress Beall
Lauren Cecelia Boisvert
Nicole Elizabeth Ferguson  ΣΘT

Anna Campbell Harris
Meghan Rebekah Killian  ΣΘT

Mindy Miller
Jennifer N. Pearsall
Magan Pinzon
Imani Capri Reece  ΣΘT

MASTER OF OCCUPATIONAL 
THERAPY

Lauren Mae Adams
Radwa Aly
Trevor K. Atwood
Alexandra Lynn Briley
Destiny Carter
Kaitlyn Nicole Corey
Tamina B. Crook
Megan Rogers Davis
Mary Alice Gainey
Tanisha Ashley Glover 
Michael J. Howton 
Madison V. Keech
Jessica Lago
Haylee Hunter McGregor
Kristan Roe 
Najjiyya Amani Pinkney
Kimberlee Susan Plyler
Lena K. Ponder
Alina J. Ringland
Emily W. Rogerson
Vanessa M. Stevens
Erica Marie Stulls
Allison M. Sutton
Hannah Jean Talavera  ΦΘΚ

Sarah Tapley
Allison Lee Taylor
Cassandra Weinman-Sparks
Julie Wilson
Maddison Wood

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
BIOMEDICAL SCIENCE

Perla Lizbeth Camacho 
Noah Preston Linton  ΦΘΚ

Alisha Faith Samuels



BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
COMMUNITY PARAMEDICINE

Jennifer Sue Anderson Sutley*
Miranda Renae Webster*, ΦΘΚ

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
HEALTH SCIENCES LEADERSHIP 
AND DEVELOPMENT

Monica K. Griffin*
Angela D. Jarvis*
Valerie Nichole Taylor-Myers*, ΦΘΚ

Keshia L. Valentine*

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
INTERDISCIPLINARY HEALTH 
STUDIES

Krystal Diana Bell* 
Madison Floyd*
Anna Jack Imwalle*
Georgia Whaley Marshburn*
Alexis Morgan May*
Jaclyn F. Morris*
Allie Kaye Newsome*
Lina Victoria Vasquez Rosen*     
Linda Marie Scoles*

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
MEDICAL IMAGING

Marina Ellen Boyle*, ΛN

Jose Rosalio Marquez-Balderas*
Marcella Marinakis Peters*, ΛN, 
ΦΘΚ

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
NURSING

Tamia Haley Adams ‡
Lisa Marie Beekwilder*
Breona Denise Bennett*
Destiny Rachele Lanae                         	
   Bennett  ΦΘΚ 
Jenifer R. Bernardi*, ΦΘΚ

Kayli Elizabeth Brake*
Aubrey Rose Brawley*, ΣΘT

Sidney Alana Breedlove* 
Tyler A. Castro*
Amy Nicole Conn*
Kennedi Nichole Cooper  ΦΘΚ

Nikaiya Marcia Cotton
Terry Kate Dickson*
Kayla Nicole Estudiante*
Mary Margaret Ferguson*
Holly Nicole Freeman*, ΣΘT

Brianna Marie Garcia
David W. Gibbs
Hailey Kate Gilreath
Nadja D. Gomez
Lauren Grace Harrison*, ΣΘT

Kayla Nyia Henderson
Eshna Hira*
Rachael Horsman*, ΦΘΚ

Michelle Ann Huff*, ΣΘT

Gracie Marie Hulsey
Kellee Drewery Jacobs*
Allyson L. Joslin*
Kimberly Leon*
Alyssa Rose Mancino*, ΣΘT

Nicola D. Medley  ΦΘΚ

Sydney Nicole Messer*
Malloree Rose Mitchell*, ΣΘT

Celine Angelica Ortiz*
Catherine Anne Pelay*
Ana C. Pennick*
Madison Blair Queen*
Merary Daniella Santos Melgar*
Melissa D. Saravalli*, ΣΘT 
Kayla Nicole Saunders*
Alicia Schwenk
Tamerah Aynne Sebree*
Alicia Renae Self*
Asia Sifford
Julia Smith
Sedona Lee Snead* 
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Damarae Thomas*
Duncan Allem Trice*
Beverly S. Troutman  ΣΘT

Chloe Elizabeth Turnage*
Keshia M. Vannoy*
Chateau Workman*

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
RESPIRATORY THERAPY

Mylia D. Belton*
Casey Nicole Cagle
Alyssa Leigh Levine*
Devontay Clemente Ortiz*

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE IN LIFE 
SCIENCES

Regis Abdullah
Sammy Noor Affane*
Faith Akia Arnette*
Sai Anjani Kumar Bollam*
Akacya Callaham  ΦΘΚ 
Kendall M. Deese*
Kate Eaton*
Vania Fongoh*
MaeLeigh Jane Hicks*
Alina Stacey Jimenez*
Lonnie Johnson Jr.
Sathvik C. Kari
CJ Mamone*
Brayan Pasha McRae*
Oviya Murugan*
Jalyn E. Nicholson*
Madison G Nicholson*
Shelby L. Poston
Dipannita Priyadarshini 
Ella C. Scales*, ΦΘΚ 
Abigail E. Woods ΦΘΚ

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE IN 
NURSING

Chloe Elizabeth Allen
Izarel Esther Andrade  ΦΘΚ

Arthur Keirod Bailey 
Alvonna Deveana Blakney
Ceilidh S. M. Brown
Megan N. Collins*
Samone O’Eshea-Ann Edgeson*
Tanner Paul Fullerton
Breeanna A. Goldson
Kayla Nicole Greenwood*, ΦΘΚ

Darby McCall Helms*, ΦΘΚ

Jessica Kayla Henderson 
Kelly Ingrid Humphrey  ΦΘΚ 
Lily Alexandra Johnson
Brittany Pegram Keever*, ΦΘΚ

Rachel Kymberlie Kohl
Olivia Grace Kurtas*, ΦΘΚ

Angel Brianna Mitchell 
Vera L. Moore
Kelly Nolasco-Orellana*
Heather Kate Perry*, ΦΘΚ 
Shamya Denise Peterson
Anthony B. Philogene
Briana J. Pope
Skylar Powell  ΦΘΚ

Arianna Carman Procter*, ΦΘΚ 
Shannon Eileen Rafferty
Kelana Iyanti Richards*
Christina Devika Sankar
Krysta Shelly  ΦΘΚ

Lillian Grace Spratling*
Kameron Stapleton*
Olivia Toth*
Michaela Wehner  ΦΘΚ

Nouda K. Xiong



ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE IN 
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 
ASSISTANT

Natasha Candice Boyd  ΦΘΚ 
Andrea Brock  ΦΘΚ 
Jordin M. B. Daniels*
Gloria Emrani
Shannon Jo Foster*
Rita Alexandra Furbert 
Meadow Lorraine Gettles
Jenna Laurine Hartman*
Tiffany Michelle Jones*, ΦΘΚ

Landen E. Kresge*
Marissa Nicole Makwinski*, ΦΘΚ

Savannah Kaleigh Martinez 
Tamara Latrice Mayes*
Seth Alexander Moore*
Grace Elisabeth Morgan*
Ahdache Mikel Phifer*
Teann Smith*
Jessica Faye Tarlton*, ΦΘΚ

Maggie Michelle Thompson*, ΦΘΚ

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE IN 
SURGICAL TECHNOLOGY

Peyton Elizabeth Boyd
Zoe E. Calabrese*, ΦΘΚ

Kimrey Jewel Clark* 
Nyasia Coard*
Itzet Dominguez Marin
Emma Kate Ehmke

Pollie Maria King
Linh Romah Ksor
Sophia Leon Herrera*
Destiny Shianne 
  Morris-Roscoe*, ΦΘΚ

Shakirah A’isha Muhammad*
Katelyn Nicholle Myers*
Daisy Orozco*
Oscphelia Comfort Robinson*
Alasia Scott
Ian C. Stewart
Charisma Aleighanah Thomas*
Akiera L. M. Thompson
Alexis Wright*

DIPLOMA IN MEDICAL      
ASSISTANT

Vanessa Roldan Cruz 
Martha Noemí Díaz*
Bella M. Tyson

GRADUATION MARSHALS

Jensen Daniels, Chief Marshal  
Grace Douglas 
Natalie Hobbs
Madison Marrero

MACE BEARER

Dr. Kim Plemmons,                         
Nursing Faculty

ACADEMIC HONORS
Some students in today’s ceremony are wearing gold stoles with their graduation regalia. These gold honor stoles recognize 
undergraduate and graduate students with a cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 3.75 or higher. These students are also 
wearing academic excellentia lapel pins. Those students wearing gold honor chords recognize undergraduates with grade point 
averages of 3.5 or higher.  

*Honors are conferred upon students who have achieved the following cumulative grade point averages:  
Summa Cum Laude: 3.90-4.00; Magna Cum Laude: 3.70-3.89; Cum Laude: 3.50-3.69. Academic honors are not designated for 
graduate students since all graduate students must have a GPA of 3.00 or better to graduate.              

HONOR SOCIETIES AND OTHER DISTINCTIONS

ΣΘT

ΦΘΚ 

ΛN
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Members of the Upsilon Mu Chapter of Sigma Theta Tau International Honor Society

Members of the Beta Delta Chi Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa International Honor Society

Members of the Lambda Nu International Honor Society of Imaging Sciences
       
The College would like to recognize and thank our veterans. 
This symbol denotes service in the United States Armed Forces.

NOTE: Graduate names and honor designations are accurate as of printing.



Pollie Maria King
Linh Romah Ksor
Sophia Leon Herrera*
Destiny Shianne 
  Morris-Roscoe*, ΦΘΚ

Shakirah A’isha Muhammad*
Katelyn Nicholle Myers*
Daisy Orozco*
Oscphelia Comfort Robinson*
Alasia Scott
Ian C. Stewart
Charisma Aleighanah Thomas*
Akiera L. M. Thompson
Alexis Wright*

DIPLOMA IN MEDICAL      
ASSISTANT

Vanessa Roldan Cruz 
Martha Noemí Díaz*
Bella M. Tyson

GRADUATION MARSHALS

Jensen Daniels, Chief Marshal  
Grace Douglas 
Natalie Hobbs
Madison Marrero

MACE BEARER

Dr. Kim Plemmons,                         
Nursing Faculty

Dr. Oxendine was nominated for the Anita A. Brown Leadership 
in Education Award for his elevated academic standards and 
the way he has enriched the entire college community through 
innovative initiatives. His integrity, compassion, and commitment 
to excellence inspire others to reach their full potential. By 
providing professional development, student workshops, and 
personalized support, Dr. Oxendine empowers students to 
succeed and builds confidence in their professional abilities. 

Florencia Robertson was nominated for the Educational 
Excellence Award due to exceptional academic rigor, 
compassion, and dedication to shaping reflective and ethical 
clinicians. She makes complex concepts understandable, 
provides thoughtful growth-oriented feedback, and invests 
deeply in her students’ individual success. Her trauma-
informed approach and professional modeling emphasize the 
importance of empathy, integrity, and meaningful engagement 
in occupational therapy. 

Curtis Wilson was nominated for this year’s Staff Excellence 
Award due to his leadership, reliability, and personalized 
encouragement that has helped create a workplace and campus 
culture where everyone feels valued and heard. His creativity and 
compassion has enhanced student engagement and fostered 
an inclusive, welcoming environment, while his empathy ensures 
students are always supported. Placing mental health as a 
foundation, Wilson consistently promotes gratitude, recognition, 
and empowerment for all.
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Curtis D. Wilson, MA
Director, Student Success & Engagement

Jerry Oxendine, PhD, RN
Program Chair,
Master of Science in Nursing (MSN) Program
Interim Program Chair,
Associate Degree in Nursing (ADN) Program

Florencia Robertson, CScD, OTR/L 
Instructor, MOT Program 



Debora Allder, DNP, RN, CNE *

Victoria Barbee, MSN, RN, TNCC, PALS, ACLS •

Paul Birkhead, MLIS

Hannah Black, BSN, RN •

Dominica Branche, MSN, RN

Coty Brayboy, DNP, MPH, FNP-C

Deanna Brewer, BSN, RN •

Alan-Michael Bresch, PhD

Tiffany Brunson, MSN, FNP-C, RN

Jamie Cochran, DNP, RN •

Marsha Combs, MSN, RN •

Richard Davis, PhD

Anna DeDiemar, MOT, OTR/L •

Tripti Devkota, MPA

Cassie Dixon, MLIS, BSN, RN

Olivia Dunn, BSN, RN •

Kaitlyn Dutch, MSN, RN, RNC-NIC •

Ernie Faw, MEd *

Kayleigh Fessenden, OTD, OTR/L

Amy Goodman, MSN, RN, CNE

Kelly Granger, MSN, RN

Jennifer Halchin, MOT, OTR/L •

Christy Hargett, MSN, APRN, AGCNS-BC, CHPN • 

Amy Hicks, DNP, RN

Heather Hodges, MS, CST, FAST •

Randi Howell, MA

Cindy Icard, BSN, RN •

Sarah Icard, BSN, RN

Robin Keith, RN, BSN, CNOR, CST, FAST

Meghan Killian, BSN, RN •

Lauren Knepper, MSN, RN, CHSE

Katelin Knode, MSN-Ed, RN

Tori Knoss, B.S., B.A, RRT

Joseph Leviner, DC

Rachel Lingenfelter, MSN, RN

Kelly McCowan, MHA, RT(R)

Gelisicia McElroy, MSN, RN, FNP-C

Bobbi Jo McKercher-Phillips, MHA, BSN, RN •

Lisa Overfield, MSN, RN

Casey Page, DNP, MSN, RN, CNE

Kim Plemmons, DNP, RN * **

Nicole Puccinelli-Ortega, PhD

Stephanie Reister, MLIS

Patricia Rich, MSN, RN

Katelyn Rippy, RN, FNP

Kimberly Rippy, MSN, RN, OCN, NPD-BC

Florencia Robertson, CScD, MSOT, OTR/L

Nanda Rogers, MSN, RN *

Sherry Romanoff, MSN, RN

Autumn Ryan, DNP, MSN, BSN, RN •

Hollie Scott, BSN, RN

Amanda Smith, BSN, RN

Jennifer Smith, MS, OTR/L

Scott Smith, EdD

Khiry Sutton, PhD

Lisa Tardo-Green, MSN, RN •

Kathryn Tinkelenberg, PhD, RN, CNE

Danielle Van, PhD

Margo Wagner, MS, RRT, RRT-NPS, AE-C
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•Cabarrus College of Health Sciences Alumni

Past or present recipients:
*Educational Excellence Award
**Anita A. Brown Leadership in Education Award



Academic caps, gowns, and hoods date back to about the 12th Century. They 
probably started in France, for the wearing of a cap and gown marked the 
admission of a licentiate to the group of master teachers. These caps and 
gowns were the outer garments worn by the masters to keep out the chill 
and dampness of the medieval buildings. Because most of the masters were 
clerics, our present day caps and gowns are outgrowths of the long, flowing 
robes worn at that time.

The hood probably was adopted from the monk’s cowl, which was originally 
attached to the gown, but became detached when the wearing of a cap 
became popular.

The mortarboard cap evolved from the skull cap which the scholars wore.

Caps and gowns have been used in this country from Colonial times. 
Columbia, or King’s College as it was then called, adopted a local code and 
others also had codes of their own. A commission representing the leading 
American colleges met in 1894 to discuss the academic costume and a year 
later the American Intercollegiate Code was adopted.

The Academic Gown

Academic Attire

The Code provides that the Bachelor shall wear a black gown with long 
pointed sleeves. The Oxford gown, worn closed, was adopted in America. The 
Master’s gown is worn open. It has long closed sleeves squared at the ends, 
which fall below the knees with a slit for the arms near the elbow.

The Doctor’s gown is also worn open. The sleeves are bell shape and very full 
The front of the gown is faced with velvet and the sleeves have three velvet 
bars. The color of the velvet facing and bars may either be the color of the 
degree earned or black.

The Academic Cap
The Oxford cap, or mortarboard, worn for all degrees, is of black cloth and 
usually has a black tassel. Those holding the Doctorate wear gold tassels, 
while holders of the Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees generally wear a black 
tassel- although in recent years it has often become customary to wear a 
colored tassel symbolizing, like the hood, the subject area in which the wearer 
has taken his degree. Tassels are placed over the left temple.

The Academic Hood
The hoods can be distinguished by both length and color. The Bachelor’s 
hood measures three feet, the Master’s three and one-half, and the Doctor’s 
four. The color of the velvet edging, which is wider for the higher degrees 
than for the Bachelor’s, indicates the subject area to which the degree 
pertains. In addition to the colored edging, the hood shows in its lining the 
official color or colors of the institution which awarded the degree. The hood 
is worn in such a way that a large part of the lining is visible.
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