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Inc., and Wilkes County Health Department.
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INTRODUCTION

Local public health agencies in North Carolina (NC) are required to conduct a comprehensive
Community Health Assessment (CHA) at least once every three or four years. The CHA is
required of public health departments in the consolidated agreement between the NC Division of
Public Health (NCDPH) and the local public health agency. Furthermore, a CHA is required for
local public health department accreditation through the NC Local Health Department
Accreditation Board (G.S. § 130A-34.1). As part of the US Affordable Care Act of 2011, not-for-
profit hospitals are also now required to conduct a Community Health Needs Assessment
(CHNA) once every three years. Recognizing that duplicate assessment efforts are a poor use
of community resources, local health departments (LHDs) and not-for-profit hospitals across the
state are developing models for collaboratively conducting the community health assessment
process.

In Wilkes County, the CHA/CHNA leadership partners included the Wilkes County Health
Department and the only hospital in the county, Wilkes Regional Medical Center. The
leadership partnership also included The Health Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization
focused on improving health in Wilkes County. The Wilkes County CHA/CHNA project reached
out for input from the community at-large via a community survey, and, via stakeholder forums,
from representatives of the agencies and organizations that serve the health and human service
needs of the local population. The Wilkes County Health Department provided staff to
coordinate the project. The partners in Wilkes County agreed to call the dual-purpose 2015
project by one name, the 2015 Wilkes County Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNA).

The CHNA, which is both a process and a document, investigates and describes the current
health status of the community, what has changed since the last assessment, and what still
needs to change to improve the health of the community. The process involves the collection
and analysis of a large range of data, including demographic, socioeconomic and health
statistics, environmental data, hospital data, and professional and public opinion. The
document is a summary of all the available evidence and serves as a resource until the next
assessment. The completed CHNA serves as the basis for prioritizing the community’s health
needs, and culminates in planning to meet those needs.

The partners contracted with Sheila S. Pfaender, Public Health Consultant, and her team to
assist in conducting the 2015 CHNA for Wilkes County, following the guidance provided by the
Community Assessment Guidebook: North Carolina Community Health Assessment Process,
published by the NC Office of Healthy Carolinians/Health Education and the NC State Center for
Health Statistics (June 2014 revision). The assessment also adheres to the 2014 standards for
community assessment stipulated by the NC Local Health Department Accreditation (NCLHDA)
Program. An additional goal for this project was to meet the US Affordable Care Act/Internal
Revenue Service Form 990 Schedule H requirements for not-for-profit hospitals in conducting a
Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNA) as cited in the December, 2014 Final Rule.

The CHNA Coordinator from the Wilkes County Health Department worked with the consultant
to develop a multi-phase plan for conducting the assessment. The phases included: (1) a
secondary data research phase to identify, collect and analyze secondary demographic,
socioeconomic, health and environmental data; (2) a primary data research phase to collect and
analyze data collected via an on-line community survey; (3) a data synthesis and analysis
phase; (4) a period of data reporting and discussion among the project partners and the public,
including issues prioritization exercises; (5) a decision-making phase among partners to
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determine community health priorities. Upon completion of this work the assessment partners
and the community have the tools they need to develop plans and activities that will improve the
health and well-being of the people living in Wilkes County.
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ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY

In order to learn about the specific factors affecting the health and quality of life of Wilkes
County residents, the consultant tapped numerous readily available secondary data sources.
For data on Wilkes County demographic, economic and social characteristics sources included:
the US Census Bureau; Log Into North Carolina (LINC); NC Office of State Budget and
Management; NC Department of Commerce; Employment Security Commission of NC; NC
Division of Aging and Adult Services; NC Department of Public Instruction; NC Department of
Justice; NC Department of Administration; NC Division of Medical Assistance; NC Division of
Child Development; NC State Board of Elections; NC Division of Health Services Regulation;
the Cecil B. Sheps Center for Health Services Research; and the Annie E. Casey Foundation
Kids Count Data Center. Local sources for sociodemographic data included: the Wilkes County
Department of Social Services; and Wilkes Public Schools, among other Wilkes County
agencies and organizations. The author has made every effort to obtain the most current data
available at the time the report was prepared.

The chief source for secondary health data cited in this report was the NC State Center for
Health Statistics, including its County Health Data Books and Vital Statistics and Cancer
Registry units. Other health data sources included: US Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention; NCDPH Epidemiology Section; NC Division of Mental Health, Developmental
Disabilities and Substance Abuse Services; National Center for Health Statistics; Healthy North
Carolina 2020; NCDPH Nutrition Services Branch; UNC Highway Safety Research Center; NC
Department of Transportation; and the NCDPH Oral Health Section, among other public domain
sources. Other important local health data sources included the Wilkes County Health
Department, Wilkes Regional Medical Center (for sharing hospital emergency department,
inpatient and ambulatory surgery admissions data), and Wilkes County Emergency Medical
Services.

Because in any community health assessment it is instructive to relate local data to similar data
in other jurisdictions, Wilkes County data is compared to like data describing the state of NC as
a whole, as well as data from Surry County, NC, a state-approved “peer” county. In some cases
Wilkes County data is compared to US-level data, or to Healthy People/Healthy North Carolina
2020 goals or other standardized measures. Where appropriate, trend data has been used to
show changes in indicators over time, at least since the most recent previous assessment three
years ago, but sometimes further back than that.

Environmental data were gathered from public domain sources including: US Environmental
Protection Agency, NC Department of Environment and Natural Resources Divisions of Air
Quiality and Waste Management, and the Section of Environmental Health in NCDPH.

This report represents a topical synthesis of all the secondary data researched in connection
with the 2015 Wilkes County CHNA project. Itis intended to serve as the master secondary
data resource for guiding community deliberations about the most important health issues in
Wilkes County and how to solve them.

It should be noted at the onset that the consultant thoroughly cites and personally vouches for
all data sources in the public domain. Local data cites the name of the provider of the
information, and readers should judge for themselves the authority of those sources. Finally, as
is typical in all time-limited activities such as community health assessment, all secondary data
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were mined at a point in time in the recent past, and may not represent present conditions.
Numbers, entity names, program titles, etc. that appear in the data may no longer be current.

In addition to an analysis of a very broad set of secondary data, this report also presents an
analysis of primary data collected by the CHNA partners, including the results of the 2015
Wilkes County Community Health Survey and a series of three Stakeholder Forums, as well as
a summary of issues prioritization activities conducted by the partners.

The comprehensive report is available on-line in PDF format on the Wilkes County Health
Department’s website at www.wilkeshealth.com.
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CHAPTER ONE: DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS

General Population Characteristics

The following general population characteristics of Wilkes County, its peer county and the state
of NC were based on 2014 US Census data estimates.

e The population of Wilkes County was 68,838.
e The population of Wilkes County had similar percentage of males and females.
o The median age in Wilkes County was 44.2, six (6) years older than the NC median age.

Table 1. General Demographic Characteristics
(2014 US Census Bureau Estimate)

% Median % Median | Overall
. Total Number . Number . .
Location Population Males Population Age Females Population Age Median
P Male Males Female |Females Age
Wilkes County 68,838 33,947 49.3 42.9 34,891 50.7 45.6 442
Surry County 72,968 35,693 48.9 414 37,275 51.1 44.4 43.0
State of NC 9,943,964 4,844,593 48.7 36.7| 5,099,371 51.3 39.7 38.2
a a c b a c b b

a - US Census Bureau, American Fact Finder, PEPSR6H: 2014 Annual Estimates of the Resident Population by Sex, Race, and
Hispanic Origin for the United States, States, and Counties.
b - US Census Bureau, American Fact Finder, PEPAGESEX: Annual Estimates of the Resident Population for Selected Age Groups

by Sex
¢ - Percentages are calculated

Population by Township

As noted in the following figure and table, Wilkes County is divided into 21 townships among
which Reddies River and Wilkesboro townships had the largest populations and Job’s Cabin
Township had the smallest. Lewis Fork Township had the “oldest” median age (54.1 years),
and Brushy Mountain Township the “youngest” (32.8 years).

Figure 1. Map of Wilkes County
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Table 2. Population by Township, Wilkes County

(2009-2013 US Census Bureau Estimate)

Township No. of % of Cou_nty Median

Persons Population Age
Antioch township 996 1.4 37.9
Beaver Creek township 775 1.1 439
Boomer township 1,577 2.3 48.3
Brushy Mountain township 1,039 15 32.8
Edwards township 7,643 11.0 45.7
Elk township 1,253 1.8 52.5
Jobs Cabin township 490 0.7 38.7
Lewis Fork township 1,192 1.7 54.1
Lovelace township 614 0.9 43.8
Moravian Falls township 3,212 4.6 37.0
Mulberry township 6,631 9.6 40.9
New Castle township 2,164 3.1 40.9
North Wilkesboro township 7,398 10.7 36.8
Reddies River township 11,112 16.1 40.8
Rock Creek township 5,865 8.5 417
Somers township 898 1.3 49.6
Stanton township 535 0.8 47.8
Traphill township 2,861 4.1 46.7
Union township 1,202 1.7 43.7
Walnut Grove township 1,595 2.3 41.9
Wilkesboro township 10,132 14.6 44.1
Wilkes County Total 69,184 100.0 42.9

Source: US Census Bureau, American Fact Finder, 2013 ACS, Table S0101, Age and
Sex (by Township); http:/factfinder2.census.gov

Population Growth

The next table illustrates that the rate of population growth in Wilkes County population has
been slowing since 2000, and this pattern is projected to continue through at least 2030. Note,
however, that the Wilkes County rate of growth is smaller than the rate for the state as a whole

in every period covered by the table below.

Table 3. Decadal Population Growth
(1980-2030 US Census Counts and Projections)

Number of Persons and Percent Change
Location %Change %Change %Change 2020 % Change 2030 %Change
1980 1990 1980-1990 2000 1990-2000 2010 2000-2010 |(Projection)| 2010-2020 |(Projection)| 2020-2030
Wilkes County 58,657 59,393 1.3 65,636 10.5 69,340 5.6 72,769 4.9 76,119 4.6
Surry County 59,449 61,704 3.8 71,209 15.4 73,673 35 78,346 6.3 82,901 5.8
State of NC 5,880,095| 6,632,448 12.8] 8,046,813 21.319,535,483 18.5[11,039,342 15.8(12,463,244 129

Note: percentage change is calculated.
Source: Log Into North Carolina (LINC) Database, Topic Group Population and Housing, Total Population, Population (Data Item
5001); http://data.osbm.state.nc.us/pls/linc/dyn_linc_main.show.
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Birth Rate

Overall population growth is a function both of increase (via in-migration and birth) and
decrease (via out-migration and death). The following figure illustrates that the birth rate is
declining in NC and both counties in the comparison, but at the fastest rate (steepest slope) in
Wilkes County.

Figure 2. Birth Rate Trend, Live Births per 1,000 Total Population
(Five-Year Aggregates, 2002-2006 through 2008-2012)
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Source: NC State Center for Health Statistics, Health Data, County Level Data, County
Health Databooks 2008-2015; http://www.schs.state.nc.us/schs/data/databook/.

Population Density

As seen in the table below, population density in Wilkes County has increased every decade
since 1980, a trend projected to continue in the next two decades. However, the population
density in Wilkes County was lower than the population density statewide in every decade.

Table 4. Decadal Population Density
(1980-2030)

Persons per Square Mile
Location 2010 2020 2030
1980 1990 2000 (Estimate) | (Projection) | (Projection)
Wilkes County 77.98 78.44 86.68 90.63 95.15 99.15
Surry County 110.23 115.00 132.74 142.59 153.71 165.35
State of NC 120.39 136.14 165.19 191.93 219.86 248.20

Source: Log Into North Carolina (LINC) Database, Topic Group Population and Housing, Total
Population, Population Density (Data Item 5004);
http://data.osbm.state.nc.us/pls/linc/dyn_linc_main.show.

Race and Ethnicity

The population of Wilkes County is less diverse than the population of NC as a whole. In Wilkes
County as of a 2014 US Census Bureau estimate:
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¢ Whites composed 93.3% of the total population; statewide the comparable figure was
71.5%.

o Blacks/African Americans composed 4.5% of the total population; statewide the
comparable figure was 22.1%.

¢ American Indians and Alaskan Natives composed 0.4% of the total population; statewide
the comparable figure was 1.0%.

e Asians, Native Hawaiians and Other Pacific Islanders composed 0.5% of the total
population; statewide the comparable figure was 2.8%.

e Hispanics/Latinos of any race composed 5.8% of the total population; statewide the
comparable figure was 9.0%.

Table 5. Population Distribution by Race/Ethnicity
(2014 US Census Bureau Estimate)

Number and Percent
. American Indian Asian, Native Hispanic or
Location Total White Black or Aﬂlcan_ and Alaskan |Hawaiian and Other Two or More Latino of Any
American - . Races
Native Pacific Islander Race

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
Wilkes County 68,838 64,255 93.3 3,089 4.5 261 0.4 351 0.5 882 13 4,002 5.8
Surry County 72,968 68,121 934 2,988 4.1 418 0.6 616 0.8 825 11 7,406 10.1
State of NC 9,943,964 7,108,057 71.5/2,196,390| 22.1| 154,735 1.6 279,315 2.8| 205,467 21| 894,276] 9.0

Source a a b a b a b a b a b a b

a - US Census Bureau, American Fact Finder, PEPSR6H: 2014 Annual Estimates of the Resident Population by Sex, Race, and
Hispanic Origin for the United States, States, and Counties; http://factfinder2.census.gov
b - Percentages were calculated

Race and Ethnicity by Township

The following information about racial and ethnic population diversity at the township level in
Wilkes County was derived from 2010 US Census data presented in the table below.

e Boomer Township is home to the highest proportion of African Americans (10.6%)
followed by Wilkesboro Township (9.7%) and North Wilkesboro Township (9.6%).

e Walnut Grove Township is home to the highest proportion of American Indians/Alaskan
Natives (0.7%).

¢ Wilkesboro Township is home to the highest proportion of Asian, Native Hawaiian or
Other Pacific Islanders (1.2%).

¢ North Wilkesboro Township is home to the highest proportion of Hispanics (13.3%),
followed by Moravian Falls Township (10.1%).
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Table 6. Population by Race/Ethnicity, Wilkes County by Township
(2010 US Census)

Persons Self-ldentifying as of One Race ) .
American Asian, Native Two or More Hispanic or
. . Black or African . L Some Other Latino
Township Total White American Indian and Hawaiian or Other Race Races (of any race)
Population Alaska Native Pacific Islander

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No %
Antioch township 1,103 1,000| 90.7 66 6.0 2 0.2 4 0.4 19 17 12 11 30 2.7
Beaver Creek township 600 559| 99.5 28 4.7 2 0.3 1 0.2 7 1.2 3 0.5 8 13
Boomer township 2,286 1,971| 86.2 242 10.6 2 0.1 5 0.2 38 17 28 12 56 2.4
Brushy Mountain township 551 541| 98.2 2 0.4 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.2 7 13 4] 0.7
Edwards township 7,318 6,910| 944 179 24 10 0.1 14 0.2 131 18 74 1.0 243 33
Elk township 1,002 940| 93.8 43 4.3 1 0.1 2 0.2 4 0.4 12 12 9 0.9
Jobs Cabin township 567 549| 96.8 8 14 0 0.0 1 0.2 0 0.0 9 16 2 0.4
Lewis Fork township 1,585 1,541| 97.2 15 0.9 5 0.3 3 0.2 7 0.4 14 09 12 0.8
Lovelace township 719 694| 96.5 10 14 1 0.1 4 0.6 5 0.7 5 0.7 6 0.8
Moravian Falls township 3,007 2,600| 86.5 136 45 12 0.4 22 0.7 179 6.0 58 19 304| 10.1
Mulberry township 6,688| 6,487 97.0 49 0.7 6 0.1 9 0.1 91 14 46 0.7 182 2.7
New Castle township 1,740 1,590| 914 79 45 1 0.1 9 0.5 39 2.2 22 13 72 4.1
North Wilkesboro township 7,319 5,704| 77.9 700 9.6 25 0.3 36 0.5 692 9.5 162 2.2 973| 133
Reddies River township 10,870 10,302| 94.8 110 1.0 16 0.1 50 0.4 266 24 126 12 482 4.4
Rock Creek township 6,046 5,716| 945 95 1.6 14 0.2 11 0.1 152 25 58 1.0 230 3.8
Somers township 1,077 1,050| 97.5 8 0.7 3 0.3 0 0.0 4 0.4 12 11 17 1.6
Stanton township 541 537 99.3 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 4 0.7 3[ 06
Traphill township 3,391 3,278| 96.7 40 1.2 6 0.2 11 0.3 24 0.7 32 0.9 91 2.7
Union township 1,259 1,250| 98.5 2 0.2 0 0.0 1 0.1 7 0.6 9 0.7 23 1.8
Walnut Grove township 1,223 1183| 96.7 2 0.2 9 0.7 0 0.0 18 15 11 0.9 25 2.0
Wilkesboro township 10,448 8432( 80.7| 1,016 9.7 18 0.2 133 1.2 628 6.0 221 21 1,000 9.6
Wilkes County Total 69,340| 62,834| 90.6 2,830 4.1 133 0.2 316 05| 2312 33 925 13 3,772 5.4

Note: percentages are calculated from population figures.

Source: US Census Bureau, American Fact Finder, 2010 Census, Summary File DP-1, 2010 Demographic Profile Data, Profile of
General Population and Housing Characteristics: 2010; http://factfinder2.census.gov.

Age

Regarding the age (and gender) distribution of the Wilkes County population according to 2014
US Census Bureau estimates shown in the following table:

¢ Interms of both numbers (5,286) and percent (7.7%), the largest segment of the

population in Wilkes County was the age group 50-54.
e Persons 65 years of age or older composed 19.9% of the population in Wilkes County,

and 14.6% of the population of NC; persons 19 years of age and younger composed

23.2% of the population in Wilkes County, and 25.8% of the population of NC.
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Table 7. Population Distribution by Age and Gender, Number and Percent
(2014 US Census Bureau Estimate)

Wilkes County North Carolina
Age Group No. in Population % of Total Population No. in Population % of Total Population

Total Male [ Female [ Total Male |Female| Total Male Female [ Total | Male | Female
All ages 68,838| 33,947 34,891 100.0 49.3 50.7( 9,943,964 4,844,593(5,099,371| 100.0 48.7 51.3
Under 5 3,349 1,730 1,619 4.9 25 24| 607,476| 310,355| 297,121 6.1 3.1 3.0
5t09 4,084 2,068 2,016 5.9 3.0 29| 644,895| 328,815| 316,080 6.5 3.3 3.2
10to 14 4,427 2,264 2,163 6.4 33 3.1| 651,864| 332,271| 319,593 6.6 3.3 3.2
15t0 19 4,127 2,145 1,982 6.0 31 29| 652,941| 333,645| 319,296 6.6 3.4 3.2
20to 24 3,846 2,049 1,797 5.6 3.0 26| 718,261| 376,049| 342,212 7.2 3.8 34
2510 29 3,480 1,718 1,762 51 25 26| 654,475| 324,122| 330,353 6.6 3.3 3.3
30to 34 3,496 1,747 1,749 51 25 2.5| 637,775| 312,509| 325,266 6.4 3.1 3.3
35t0 39 3,820 1,968 1,852 55 2.9 2.7| 625513| 305,953| 319,560 6.3 3.1 3.2
40t0 44 4,570 2,303 2,267 6.6 33 3.3| 677,245| 331,038| 346,207 6.8 3.3 35
4510 49 4,682 2,400 2,282 6.8 35 3.3| 668,371 327,819| 340,552 6.7 33 3.4
50 to 54 5,286 2,594 2,692 7.7 3.8 39| 699,194 338,657| 360,537 7.0 3.4 3.6
55 to 59 5,201 2,617 2,584 7.6 3.8 3.8| 658,373 314,339| 344,034 6.6 3.2 35
60 to 64 4,794 2,300 2,494 7.0 33 3.6| 584,219 273,695| 310,524 5.9 2.8 31
65 to 69 4,470 2,111 2,359 6.5 31 34| 505469 236,107| 269,362 51 24 2.7
70to 74 3,440 1,621 1,819 5.0 24 26| 362,314 165,643| 196,671 3.6 17 2.0
75t0 79 2,585 1,118 1,467 3.8 16 21| 251,577| 109,253| 142,324 25 11 14
80to 84 1,647 661 986 24 1.0 14] 173,620 69,325| 104,295 17 0.7 1.0
85 and older 1,534 533 1,001 2.2 0.8 15| 170,382 54,998| 115,384 1.7 0.6 1.2

Source: US Census Bureau, American FactFinder, 2014 Population Estimates, PEPAGESEX: Annual Estimates of the Resident
Population for Selected Age Groups by Sex. http://factfinder2.census.gov/.
Percentages are calculated.

The next figure compares the age distribution of the NC population to the age distribution of the
population in Wilkes County according to 2014 US Census Bureau estimates. In Wilkes County
there was a smaller proportion of persons in most age groups under the age of 45-49 and a
larger proportion of persons over the age of 49 than demonstrated in the state age distribution

profile.
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Percentages are calculated.

Figure 3. Population Distribution by Age, Wilkes County and NC (2014)
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Age by Township
According to 2010 US Census data presented in the table below:

o Beaver Creek Township had the highest proportion of persons under the age of 18
(29.2%), followed by Antioch Township (24.2%).

e Brushy Mountain Township had the highest proportion of persons ages 65 and older
(21.6%), followed by Elk Township and Union Township (both 21.4%).

Table 8. Population by Age, by Township, Wilkes County
(2010 US Census)

Percent of Total Population

Township <18 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65 Years

Years Years Years Years Years and Over

Antioch township 24.2 7.1 10.0 13.7 16.9 12.6 15.6
Beaver Creek township 29.2 4.8 9.7 14.0 12.7 11.3 18.3
Boomer township 21.6 6.1 10.6 12.0 16.2 16.2 17.2
Brushy Mountain township 18.7 4.4 8.0 125 16.5 18.3 21.6
Edwards township 219 8.0 9.8 13.9 155 13.1 17.8
Elk township 16.9 3.8 8.5 111 17.8 20.7 214
Jobs Cabin township 19.0 55 8.6 12.7 16.0 18.2 19.9
Lewis Fork township 20.8 5.9 105 134 16.0 14.9 18.5
Lovelace township 21.7 5.1 9.6 154 16.7 16.0 154
Moravian Falls township 22.9 6.8 10.6 13.4 14.8 15.2 16.4
Mulberry township 224 7.2 104 13.9 15.7 144 16.1
New Castle township 21.3 6.7 10.2 134 16.7 13.2 18.5
North Wilkesboro township 23.7 8.4 115 116 145 12.2 18.1
Reddies River township 235 6.5 11.6 14.0 155 13.6 154
Rock Creek township 22.7 8.5 11.2 13.9 155 13.2 15.1
Somers township 20.6 6.2 9.1 12.3 18.2 14.8 18.8
Stanton township 20.3 7.0 10.2 12.4 19.6 14.6 15.9
Traphill township 234 6.6 10.2 14.0 16.0 145 154
Union township 18.6 5.8 9.3 13.8 15.1 16.0 214
Walnut Grove township 20.6 7.9 8.1 14.2 15.2 16.4 17.6
Wilkesboro township 22.1 7.4 114 12.4 15.4 13.6 17.7
Wilkes County Total 22.4 7.2 10.7 13.3 15.6 13.9 17.0

Source: US Census Bureau, American FactFinder, 2010 Census, 2010 Census Summary File 1 (SF-1), Table
QT-P1, Age Groups and Sex (geographies as listed); http://factfinder2.census.gov.

Elderly Population

Because the proportion of the Wilkes County population age 65 and older is larger than the
proportion of that age group statewide, it merits closer examination. The population segment
age 65 and older often requires more and different health and social services than the rest of
the population, and understanding how that population will change in coming years will be an
important consideration in planning to meet the county’s future health and human service
needs. The following information regarding the elderly population was extracted from the
following table, which contains 2000 and 2010 US Census figures and current projections for
the years 2020 and 2030 from the NC Office of State Budget and Management.

e The proportion of the population in Wilkes County age 65 and older is projected to

increase by 57% through the year 2030, when the number of persons in the county age
65 and older is expected to reach 18,472.
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¢ Though all segments of the elderly population will grow, the segment expected to grow
by the largest proportion between 2010 and 2030 is the age group 75-84, which is
predicted to grow by 79% over that period, from 5.2% to 9.0% of the county population.

e The proportion of the segment age 65-74 will grow by 43% over the same period, and
the proportion of the segment age 85 and older will grow by 69%.

Table 9. Growth Trend for the Elderly (Age 65 and Older) Population, by Decade
(2000 through 2030)

2000 Census
. Total # Population %
Location - o - - o -
Population | Age 65 and | Population #Age 65- |%Age 65-| #Age 75 1% Age 75 # Age 85+ |% Age 85+
74 74 84 84
(2000) Older Age 65 and
Wilkes County 65,632 9,246 141 5,157 7.9 3,080 4.7 1,009 1.5
Surry County 71,219 10,973 15.4 5,773 8.1 3,874 54 1,326 1.9
State of NC 8,049,313 969,048 12.0| 533,777 6.6 329,810 41| 105,461 1.3
Source a a d a d a d a d
2010 Census
Total #P lati %
Location o °| "’; N Opgsa 'Od” Population | #Age 65- % Age 65- | #Age 75- |%Age 75|\ ol o
oputation | Age baand | . g5 ang 74 74 84 84 ge 0Age
(2010) Older
Older
Wilkes County 69,340 11,778 17.0 6,820 9.8 3,602 5.2 1,356 2.0
Surry County 73,673 12,250 16.6 6,750 9.2 3,931 53 1,569 21
State of NC 9,535,483 1,234,079 12.9| 697,567 7.3] 389,051 41| 147,461 1.5
Source b b d b d b d b d
2020 (Projected)
Total  |#Populati %
Location o 0 at N °pé’5a 'Odn Population | # Age 65- [%Age 65- | #Age 75- |%Age 75|\ | o
rojecte ge€ Doand | pqe 65 and 74 74 84 84 ge 0Age
Population Older
Older
Wilkes County 70,615 15,528 22.0 8,822 125 5,031 7.1 1,675 2.4
Surry County 73,842 14,982 20.3 8,594 11.6 4,738 6.4 1,650 2.2
State of NC 10,573,611 1,778,622 16.8]1,056,714 10.0f 530,489 5.0 191,419 1.8
Source c d d c d c d c d
2030 (Projected)
Total # Population %
Location . Population | # Age 65- [% Age 65- | # Age 75- |% Age 75-
PrOJect.ed Age 65 and Age 65 and 74 74 84 84 # Age 85+ |% Age 85+
Population Older
Older
Wilkes County 71,823 18,472 25.7 9,726 13.5 6,460 9.0 2,286 3.2
Surry County 73,841 17,072 231 9,057 12.3 6,014 8.1 2,001 2.7
State of NC 11,629,556 2,262,855 19.5]1,241,404 10.7] 765,598 6.6] 255,853 2.2
Source c d d c d c d d d

a - US Census Bureau, American FactFinder. Profile of General Demographic Characteristics: 2000 (DP-1), SF1,;
http://factfinder2.census.gov.

b - US Census Bureau, American FactFinder. Profile of General Population and Housing Characteristics: 2010 (DP-1);
http://factfinder2.census.gov.

¢ - NC Office of State Budget and Management, County/State Population Projections. Age, Race, and Sex Projections, Age Groups
- Total, July 1, 2020 and July 1, 2030 County Total Age Groups - Standard;
http://www.osbm.state.nc.us/ncosbm/facts _and_figures/socioeconomic_data/population_estimates/county projections.shtm.

d — Percentages were calculated using age group population as numerator and total population as denominator.
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Non-English Speaking Population

The foreign-born population in a community is one that potentially does not speak English, and
so is of concern to service providers.

In NC, the greatest proportion of the increase in foreign-born persons is represented by
immigrants of Hispanic origin; however, statewide there has also been an influx of foreign-born
immigrants from Southeast Asia.

According to 2013 US Census Bureau data summarized in the table below:

o There were an estimated 2,909 foreign-born residents residing in Wilkes County in 2010.
Using a base 2010 total population of 69,340 as the denominator, foreign-born residents
made up approximately 4% of the total county population at that time.

e The largest influx of the foreign-born population in Wilkes County—21,065 persons—
arrived between 2000 and 2009. The population of foreign-born residents grew little

after 2009.
Table 10. Growth of the Foreign-Born Population
(Before 1990 through 2013)

Location Number of Persons Arriving %Increase

Before 1990| 1990-1999 | 2000-2009 | After 2010 | 2000-2013

Wilkes County 931 865 1,065 48 1.7
Surry County 885 1,838 1,782 166 37
State of NC 225,160 241,832 324,570 42 765 5.4

Source: US Census Bureau, American Fact Finder, 2013 ACS 5-Year Estimates, Table B0O5005:
Year of Entry by Citizenship Status in the United States. http://factfinder2.census.gov.
Note: Percent increase is calculated.

Linguistic Isolation

“Linguistic isolation”, reflected as an inability to communicate because of a lack of language
skills, can be a barrier preventing foreign-born residents from accessing needed services. The
US Census Bureau tracks linguistically isolated households according to the following definition:

A linguistically isolated household is one in which no member 14 years and over (1)
speaks only English, or (2) speaks a non-English language and speaks English "very
well". In other words, all members 14 years old and over have at least some
difficulty with English.

The following information about linguistically isolated households is derived from the 2009-2013
five-year US Census Bureau estimates presented in the next table.

e Of the 27,512 Wilkes County households included in the statistic, an estimated 1,331
(4.8%) spoke a language other than English. An estimated 351 of these households
were linguistically isolated; in 100% of these cases the isolated residents were Spanish-
speaking.
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Table 11. Household Language by Linguistic Isolation
(Five-Year Estimate, 2009-2013)

Number of Households
. Speaking Asian or .
Location Total English- Spanish-Speaking Speaking Other Indo pacific Island Speaking Other
Households . European Languages Languages
Speaking Languages
Isolated [ Not isolated | Isolated | Not isolated| Isolated | Not isolated | Isolated |Not isolated
Wilkes County 27,512 26,181 351 786 0 96 0 98 0 0
Surry County 29,967 27,552 682 1,366 41 213 10 56 4 43
State of NC 3,715,565| 3,316,345| 73,130 167,418 7,872 72,220| 12,867 43,169 2,695 16,849

Source: US Census Bureau, American Fact Finder, American Community Survey, ACS 2013 5-Year Estimates, Table B16002:

Household Language by Linguistic Isolation; http://factfinder2.census.gov.

Age Distribution of the Latino Population

The following figure is a graphic depiction of the population profiles, by age group, of the total
Wilkes County population and the Hispanic/Latino population. These data are based on the
2009-2013 population estimate via the US Census Bureau American Community Survey for

2013.

In Wilkes County all age groups under the age of 45 were present in higher proportions

in the Hispanic/Latino population than in the overall county population. There were
lower proportions for Hispanics/Latinos than for the general population in all the other
age groups.

The highest proportions of the Hispanic/Latino population in Wilkes County occurred in
the 5-9 and 35-44 age groups.

Figure 4. Age Distribution of Overall and Latino Populations in Wilkes County (2013)
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Sources - US Census Bureau, American Fact Finder, 2013 ACS 5-Year Estimates, Table BO1001: Sex by Age,
and Sex by Age (Hispanic or Latino); http://factfinder2.census.gov/.
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Special Populations

Military Veterans

A population group that sometimes needs special health services is military veterans. The next
table summarizes estimates regarding that population for the aggregate period 2009-2013.

o Veterans composed 8.9% of Wilkes County’s overall adult civilian population in the
period cited, lower than the NC (9.9%) and national (9.0%) averages, but higher than the
Surry County average (8.4%).

e Alarger proportion of the veterans in Wilkes County were age 65 and older (50.8%) than
in NC as a whole (39.1%) in Surry County (48.9%), or nationally (43.7%).

e The Veterans Administration Medical Center nearest to Wilkes County is the W.G. (Bill)
Hefner VA Medical Center in Salisbury, NC. Others are located in Asheville, Durham,
and Fayetteville, NC.

¢ VA Outpatient Clinics are located in Hickory, Fayetteville, Raleigh and Supply, NC;
Community-Based Outpatient Clinics serving veterans are located in Winston-Salem,
Charlotte, Durham, Elizabeth City, Franklin, Goldsboro, Hamlet, Jacksonville, Morehead
City, Pembroke, Raleigh, Rutherfordton, and Wilmington, NC; and Vet Centers are
located in Greensboro, Charlotte, Fayetteville, Greenville, and Jacksonville, NC (1).

Table 12. Veteran Status of Population
(Five-Year Estimate, 2009-2013)

Civilian Population 18 years and over % Veterans by Age
Location #Non- % Non- % 18t034 | 35t054 | 55t0 64 | 65to 74 | 75years
Total # Veterans

Veterans | Veterans Veterans years years years years and over
Wilkes County 53,752 48,992 91.1 4,760 8.9 4.2 21.6 23.4 28.2 22.6
Surry County 56,511 51,751 91.6 4,760 8.4 4.3 223 24.6 22.2 26.7
State of NC 7,282,130 6,557,835 90.1 724,295 9.9 8.6 28.9 23.3 20.4 18.7
National Total 236,576,902( 215,313,123 91.0] 21,263,779 9.0 8.1 25.1 23.1 21.2 225

Source: US Census Bureau, American Fact Finder, American Community Survey, 2013 ACS 5-Year Estimate, Table S2101.:
Veteran Status; http://factfinder2.census.gov.

Blind/Visually Impaired Population

The table below presents the number of blind and visually-impaired persons in the three
jurisdictions being compared.

Table 13. Blind/Visually Impaired Populations

Number
Location BImdM;uaIIy
Impaired
(2011)
Wilkes County 239
Surry County 132
State of NC 20,972

Source: Log into North Carolina (LINC) Database, Topic Group Vital
Statistics and Health (Data Item 520);
http://data.osbm.state.nc.us/pls/linc/dyn_linc_main.show.
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Special Needs Registry

In order to assist residents with special needs in the event of an emergency, county Emergency
Management Officials and their community partners develop a special needs registry to help
emergency workers know about residents that may have difficulties managing for themselves
during a disaster such as a hurricane, flood, winter storm, power outage, disease outbreak or
other catastrophic event. Persons volunteer to be included on the registry and have the choice
to accept or decline assistance when it is offered.

At the present time there is no Special Needs Registry in Wilkes County (2).

CIvIC ENGAGEMENT

Electoral Process

One measure of a population’s engagement in community affairs is its participation in the
electoral process. The table below summarizes current voter registration figures.

Registered Voters

e The proportion of the overall voting age population registered to vote in Wilkes County in
August, 2015 was 74.1%, lower than the state percentage of 82.9% but higher than the
Surry County percentage of 69.3%.

Table 14. Registered Voters, by Race/Ethnicity, Number and Percent
(As of August, 2015)

Estimated Number and Percent of Voting Age Population Registered to Vote!
. Voting Age Total White Black American Indian Other Hispanic
Location .
Population
(2015) No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %

Wilkes County 55,082 40,829| 74.1 38,330| 69.6 1,657 3.0 32 0.1 810 1.5 441 0.8
Surry County 61,541 42,665| 69.3 39,601| 64.3 1,769 2.9 54 0.1 1,241 2.0 670 1.1
State of NC 7,677,231| 6,365,462 82.9]4,490,653| 58.5|1,430,702| 18.6 52,058 0.7 392,049] 5.1 125,200 1.6
Source: a b c b c b c b c b c b c

! The total number of registered voters reported by the NC State Board of Elections is based on the sum of registrations by party
affiliation, and does not necessarily equal the sum of registrations by race. Therefore, the sum of the percentages does not equal
100%.

a - Log Into North Carolina (LINC) Database, Topic Group Government, Voters and Elections, Voting Age Population (Data Item
1714), 2012; http://data.osbm.state.nc.us/pls/linc/dyn_linc_main.show.

b - NC State Board of Elections, Voter Registration, Voter Statistics, Voter Registration Statistics, By County;
http://www.app.sboe.state.nc.us/webapps/voter_stats/.

c - Percentages are calculated

Voter Turnout
The next table shows voter turnout figures for the 2008 and 2012 General Election.

e Higher or equal proportions of Wilkes County voters turned out to vote in these two
elections than the average statewide.
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Table 15. Voter Turnout in General Elections
(2008 and 2012)

% of Registered

Location Voters that Voted

2008 2012

Wilkes County 71.90 68.96
Surry County 66.10 66.98
State of NC 71.90 68.17

Source - Registered Voters (125), % Registered Voters Voting in General Election (1717) for the Years as Noted. North Carolina
Office of State Budget and Management, State Data Center, Log Into North Carolina (LINC):
http://data.osbm.state.nc.us/pls/linc/dyn_linc_main.show.

RELIGIOUS LIFE

The fabric of a community is often maintained and repaired through its citizens’ participation in
organized religion. Increasingly, health and human service providers have come to realize that
the faith community can be an important partner in assuring the health and well-being of at least
its members if not larger segments of the population. The following table lists the religious
bodies in Wilkes County as of 2010.

Table 16. Religious Bodies in Wilkes County

(2010)

Religious Bodies Tradition Family Coﬁugr:]ebgearti(c))fns Eshmetizrn?sf
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church Black Protestant Methodist/Pietist 3 392
Amish Groups, undifferentiated* Evangelical Protestant European Free-Church 0 7
Assemblies of God Evangelical Protestant Pentecostal 2 143
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church Evangelical Protestant Presbyterian-Reformed 1 0
Bahd'i Other Other Groups 0 6
Catholic Church Catholic Catholicism 1 407
Church of God (Clewveland, Tennessee) Evangelical Protestant Pentecostal 4 257
Church of God of Prophecy Evangelical Protestant Pentecostal 1 24
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Other Latter-day Saints 1 510
Church of the Brethren Evangelical Protestant European Free-Church 1 86
Churches of Christ Evangelical Protestant Baptist 3 250
Episcopal Church Mainline Protestant Episcopalianism/Anglicanig 1 532
Friends General Conference* Mainline Protestant European Free-Church 2 0
International Pentecostal Holiness Church Evangelical Protestant Pentecostal 3 215

Jehovah's Witnesses Other Adwentist 2|--
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ Evangelical Protestant Lutheran 1 290
National Missionary Baptist Convention, Inc. Black Protestant Baptist 1 181
Non-denominational Evangelical Protestant 9 1,901

North American Lutheran Church Evangelical Protestant Lutheran 1]--

Pentecostal Fire-Baptized Holiness Church Evangelical Protestant Pentecostal 1]--
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Mainline Protestant Presbyterian-Reformed 2 735
Seventh-day Adventist Church Evangelical Protestant Adventist 2 77
Southern Baptist Convention Evangelical Protestant Baptist 86 30,932
U.S. Mennonite Brethren Evangelical Protestant European Free-Church 1 17
United Methodist Church Mainline Protestant Methodist/Pietist 17 3,129
Total 146 40,091

Source: Association of Religious Data Archives (ARDA), US Congregational Membership: Reports, County Membership Report,
Browse Reports, Counties; http://www.thearda.com/rcms2010/.
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COMMUNITY SERVICES AND ORGANIZATIONS

Law Enforcement

Wilkes County Sheriff’s Office

The Wilkes County Sheriff's Office is headquartered in Wilkesboro. The Sheriff's Office is
responsible for ensuring all residents’ and visitors’ safety in a county that covers 758 square
Units within the department include:

Jall

Civil

Criminal Investigation
Communications

Criminal Response Group (CRG)
Field Operations

School Resource Officers

911 Addressing (3).

Police Departments in Wilkes County

Each of the three largest municipalities in Wilkes County, Wilkesboro, North Wilkesboro, and
Elkin (part) maintain their own police departments.

Wilkesboro Police Department

The Wilkesboro Police Department consists of 21 full-time officers, 1 reserve officer and 2
administrative assistants. There are 2 Divisions within the department, the Patrol Division and
the Support Services Division:

e Patrol Division. The Patrol Division has 4 patrol teams to provide continuous, around-
the-clock police service. In 2014 the division answered over 8,000 calls for service and
made 458 arrests. This division includes a Crash Reconstruction Team that is specially
trained for in-depth investigation of the most serious traffic crashes. To enhance the
safety of children while they travel, the division has 2 certified Child Safety Seat
Technicians. The division also is the Wilkes County Coordinator for the NC Governor’'s
Highway Safety Program and all patrol officers receive high levels of training in patrol
functions. It also has a Bicycle Patrol officer for areas such as Main St., the Greenway,
and the town’s parks so that people in these general public locations are better served.

e Support Division. The Support Services Division consists of 2 General Investigators, 1
Information Technology Administrator, and 1 Specialized Investigator. The department’s
Special Weapons and Tactics Team (S.W.A.T.) is part of Support Services and is staffed
by 7 officers with specialized training in high risk operations (4).

North Wilkesboro Police Department

The primary functions of the North Wilkesboro Police Department are the preservation of the
public peace and order, the prevention and detection of crime, the apprehension of offenders,
and the protection of life and property. The North Wilkesboro Police Department strives to be a
community-oriented police department. Currently the department is broken down into different
divisions, with each one specializing in certain areas as well as working closely with other
divisions.
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e Criminal Investigations Division (CID) - The Criminal Investigation Division is made up
of 3 Investigators who are on call 24 hours a day. CID is responsible for the follow up
investigation of all reported crimes. These investigations consist of locating and
interviewing victims and witnesses; locating, identifying, and preserving physical
evidence; recovering stolen property; locating, interviewing, and arresting criminal
suspects; and presenting criminal cases to the District Attorney’s office for prosecution.
The North Wilkesboro Police Department’s Crime Prevention Unit is also housed within
the Criminal Investigations Division. The Narcotics Investigator is assigned to this
division and reports to the commander of CID. The Narcotics Investigator also serves as
the ABC Enforcement Officer for the department.

e Narcotics Division — The narcotics unit is responsible for all illegal drug violations that
occur inside North Wilkesboro. The narcotics unit is assisted by the Criminal
Investigations Division in establishing cases against drug offenders along with setting up
controlled buys of illegal drugs and charging the persons involved. The Narcotics
Investigator reports to the Commander of CID.

e Patrol Division — The Patrol Division is made up of all uniformed officers. The Patrol
Division is broken down into 4 squads. Each of the squads is supervised separately by
a Sergeant who is assigned to work road duty as well as supervision. The Auxiliary Unit
for the department is also under the Patrol Division. The Patrol Division is made up of
18 full time officers and 4 part time officers (5).

Elkin Police Department

Part of the Town of Elkin falls jurisdictionally in Wilkes County, but most of the town lies in Surry
County, so its resources are not covered in this report.
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Fire Departments

Fire protection in Wilkes County is provided by the municipal and volunteer fire departments
listed alphabetically by town in the following table.

Table 17. Fire Departments Serving Wilkes County
(September, 2015)

Department Name Location
Station 39 Boomer
Station 25 - Cricket Boone Trail
Station 33 - Pleasant Hill Elkin
Station 34 - Austin Elkin
Ferguson Station 1 Ferguson
Ferguson Station 2 Ferguson
Champion Station 1 Ferguson
Champion Station 2 Ferguson
Mountain View Station 1 Hays
Mountain View Station 2 Hays
Traphill Station 2 Hays
Station 36 McGrady

Millers Creek Station 1

Millers Creek

Station 46 - Wilbar

Millers Creek

Station 28

Moravian Falls

Station 44 - Brushy Mountain

Moravian Falls

Station 21

North Wilkesboro

Station 26 - Mulberry-Fairplains

North Wilkesboro

Station 43 - Knotville

North Wilkesboro

Station 89 - Wilkes Rescue Squad

North Wilkesboro

Millers Creek Station 2

Purlear

Champion Station 3

Purlear

Roaring River Station 1

Roaring River

Roaring River Station 2

Roaring River

Station 42 - Shepherds Crossroads

Roaring River

Ronda Station 1 Ronda
Ronda Station 2 Ronda
Traphill Station 1 Traphill
Station 22 Wilkesboro
Station 27 - Broadway Wilkesboro
Station 38 - Goshen Wilkesboro
Station 45 - Little Brushy Mountain Wilkesboro
Station 23 Wilkes-Iredell

Source: NC Fire Station Lists by County; http://www.carolinasfirepage.com/members/nc_ctys.html
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Community Resources

Many government agencies and community organizations maintain on-line resource directories
to help the citizens of Wilkes County locate the organizations and services they need. Among
them are:

Wilkes County Health Department Community Resource Guide

The Wilkes County Health Department maintains an on-line, 28-page guide to community
resources arranged by category of service. The guide provides a brief description of each
service as well as addresses, phone numbers and hours of operation (if applicable). The guide
can be accessed at:
http://wilkescounty.net/health/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2016/02/Community-Resource-Guide-
Updated-8-13-15.pdf.

2-1-1 of Wilkes County

With the help of the United Way, many communities in NC, including Wilkes County, help
maintain a local “2-1-1” phone information system to help citizens locate health and human
services and resources as varied as employment assistance, food pantries, or homeless
shelters. A call to NC 2-1-1 is free, confidential, available all day, every day, and in any
language.

In addition, there is an on-line gateway to NC 2-1-1 that provides links to a listing of county
resources via the following URL:
http://www.nc211.org/index.php/component/cpx/?task=search.advanced.

Wilkes Regional Medical Center “Find a Doctor” Webpage

Wilkes Regional Medical Center offers an on-line search tool that locates primary care providers
currently accepting new patients. The URL is:
http://wilkesregional.com/find_a_doctor/primary _care providers _accepting new_patients.aspx.

SAFE, Inc. Wilkes County, NC — Resources and Links

SAFE offers survivors of domestic and sexual violence options for safety, empowerment,
healing and hope. It maintains a web listing of resources of interest to its clients and others.
The resource list can be located via the following URL.:
http://www.safewilkes.org/resources-links

Wilkes Faith Help — Local Medical Resources

FaithHealth mobilizes the caring strengths of congregations to improve health and bring hope to
those who are ill. Part of FaithHealthNC, a statewide movement bringing together individuals,
congregations, community partners and health care providers to improve health, the local office
maintains a webpage with links for local medical resources such as clinics, counseling, dental
care, insurance, prescriptions, respite care, urgent care and “find a doc.” It can be located at:
http://wilkesfaithhealth.weebly.com/local-medical-resources.html.
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United Way of Wilkes County

The United Way maintains a brief alphabetized list of links to partner agencies, most of which
provide advocacy or direct assistance to the public. The list is accessed via:
http://www.uwwilkes.org/links.php

Wilkes Community Partnership for Children

The Partnership, through its Smart Start initiative, maintains a webpage with links not to
organizational resources but to information resources on topics pertaining to early childhood
and child development. The list can be accessed at:
http://www.wilkessmartstart.com/n_hints.php.
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CHAPTER TWO: SOCIOECONOMIC DATA

EcoNowmIC CLIMATE

Tier Designation

The NC Department of Commerce annually ranks the state’s 100 counties based on economic
well-being and assigns a Tier Designation. The 40 most distressed counties are designated as
Tier 1, the next 40 as Tier 2, and the 20 least distressed as Tier 3. The Tier system is
incorporated into various state programs, including a system of tax credits (Article 3J Tax
Credits) that encourage economic activity and business investment in less prosperous areas of
NC. In 2015 Wilkes County was assigned the Tier 2 designation; its peer Surry County was
assigned the Tier 1 designation (6).

County Revenue Indicators

For the period covering FY2005-2006 through FY2013-2014, gross collections of state sales
and use taxes in Wilkes County were only about 41% of the average for all NC counties, as
shown in the table below. These taxes provide some of the money available to the county to
fund public services; change in these collections point to changes in overall economic activity
and fiscal confidence in a county.

Table 18. NC State Sales and Use Tax Gross Collections
(FY2005-2006 through FY2013-2014)

Location FY2005-06 | FY2006-07 | FY2007-08 | FY2008-09 | FY2009-10 | FY2010-11 | FY2011-12 | FY2012-13 | FY2013-14
Wilkes County 17,993,873 18,678,764 17,853,508 16,790,706 22,107,115| 26,964,380| 23,333,167| 22,742,134| 24,323,804
Surry County 27,538,711] 29,117,015 26,840,713| 27,853,497 36,411,056 40,344,276 34,358,847| 34,555,562| 35,291,172
State of NC (avg calculated) 45,605,858 46,004,427| 46,029,546 43,169,210| 50,252,290| 55,679,535| 49,906,563| 50,164,100| 62,256,514

Source: NC Department of Revenue, Tax Publications and Reports, State Sales and Use Tax Reports by Fiscal Year, by County
Summary; http://www.dornc.com/publications/fiscalyearsales.html.

Another measure of local economic vitality in a county that depends to some extent on income
from tourism is occupancy tax revenue, the tax paid on hotel/motel lodging. Note that only the
Town of Wilkesboro collects hotel occupancy tax revenue; Wilkes County does not. The
occupancy tax is 3%, paid by guests of hotels within the Wilkesboro town limits (currently five
hotels). These revenues have been increasing steadily since 2011. Although the data for 2015
represent only half a year, they appear to indicate another year-over-year increase.

Table 19. Occupancy Tax Revenue, Wilkes County
(CY2011 through July, 2015)

2015
(thru July)
Total tax collected $111,821 $113,371 $118,054 $127,934 $75,502

2011 2012 2013 2014

Source: Rachel Willard, Health Promotion Coordinator, Wilkes County Health
Department, to Sheila S. Pfaender, Public Health Consultant, September 14,
2015
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Fees collected on land transfers reflect changes in real estate and property ownership, including
new development. Figures in the table below show an annual increase in total fees from land
transfers in Wilkes County over the period cited. Although the data for CY2014 represents only
about eight months of the calendar year, it would appear to signal another annual increase.

Table 20. Land Transfers in Wilkes County
(CY2011 through CY2014 [part])

TYPE CY2011 CY2012 CY2013 CcY2014%
Number Fees Number Fees Number Fees Number Fees
Commissioners Deed 7 $172.00 23 $598.00 21 $749.00 18 $468.00
Deed 30 $828.00 39 $1,039.00 34 $884.00 27 $702.00
Fee Simple Deed 14 $336.00 32 $832.00 10 $260.00 13 $338.00
Non-Warranty Deed 92| $2,378.00 114| $3,012.00 95| $2,499.00 113| $1,938.00
Quit-Claim Deed 138 $3,452.00 n/a n/a 155( $1,087.00 123( $3,248.00
Special Warranty Deed n/a n/a 108 $2,858.00 125 $3,275.00 n/a n/a
Substitute Trustee Deed 69| $1,749.00 108| $2,808.00 100| $2,600.00 54| $1,404.00
Trustees Deed 57| $1,426.00 60| $1,560.00 55| $1,430.00 53| $1,378.00
Warranty Deed 1,826( $47,074.00 1,749 $45,553.00 1,904( $49,861.00 1,983| $52,005.00
TOTAL 2,233| $57,415.00 2,233| $58,260.00 2,499| $62,645.00 2,384| $61,481.00

Note: "n/a" means not provided in source documentation

! Includes January 1, 2014 through August 26, 2014

Source: Personal communication, Rachel Willard, Health Promotion Coordinator, Wilkes County Health Department, to Sheila S.
Pfaender, Public Health Consultant, September 14, 2015

Income

While revenue indicators give us some idea of economic health from the community economic
development standpoint, income measures tell us about the economic well-being of individuals
in the community. Among the more useful income measures are personal income, family
income, and household income. For comparison purposes, personal income is calculated on a
per capita basis; family income and household income are viewed as a median value for a
target population. The following are definitions of each of the three income categories:

e Per capita personal income is the income earned per person 15 years of age or older in
the reference population.

¢ Median household income pertains to the incomes of all the people 15 years of age or
older living in the same household (i.e., occupying the same housing unit) regardless of
relationship. For example, two roommates sharing an apartment would be a household,
but not a family.

¢ Median family income pertains to the income of all the people 15 years of age or older
living in the same household who are related either through marriage or bloodline. For
example, in the case of a married couple who rent out a room in their house to a non-
relative, the household would include all three people, but the family would be just the
couple.

The next table summarizes recent (August, 2015) income data for Wilkes County and its
comparators. Among these jurisdictions:

e Projected 2014 per capita personal income in Wilkes County was $5,792 lower than the
comparable state average.

42



e Projected 2014 median household income in Wilkes County was $11,305 lower than the
comparable state average.

e Estimated 2013 median family income in Wilkes County was $14,845 lower than the
comparable state average.

Table 21. Income Measures
(August, 2015)

2014 Per Capita 2014 Median 2013 Est |Median Family
. Projected Household .
. Projected Income ) Median Income
Location . . Median Income . )
Per Capita Difference . Family Difference
1 Household Difference 2
Income from State ’ Income from State
Income from State

Wilkes County $19,492 -$5,792 $35,029 -$11,305 $42,083 -$14,845
Surry County $19,918 -$5,366 $35,574 -$10,760 $44,788 -$12,140
State of NC $25,284 n/a $46,334 n/a $56,928 n/a

! State number comes from the US Census Bureau, American Fact Finder. Table B19301: Per Capita Income in the Past 12
Months. 2013 ACS 5-Year Estimates. http://factfinder2.census.gov

2 State number comes from the US Census Bureau, American Fact Finder. Table $S1903: Median Income in the Past 12 Months.
2013 ACS 5-Year Estimates. http://factfinder2.census.gov

Source: NC Department of Commerce, AccessNC, Community Demographics, County Report, County Profile,
http://accessnc.commerce.state.nc.us/EDIS/pagel.html.

Employment

The following definitions will be useful in understanding the data in this section.

o Labor force: includes all persons over the age of 16 who, during the week, are
employed, unemployed or in the armed services.

¢ Unemployed: civilians who are not currently employed but are available for work and
have actively looked for a job within the four weeks prior to the date of analysis; also,
laid-off civilians waiting to be called back to their jobs, as well as those who will be
starting new jobs in the next 30 days.

¢ Unemployment rate: calculated by dividing the number of unemployed persons by the
number of people in the civilian labor force.

Employment by Sector

The table below details the various categories of industry by sector in Wilkes County and its
jurisdictional comparators for 2014, showing the number employed in each sector, the
percentage of all employment that that number represents, and the average annual wage for
people employed in each sector.
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¢ The industry in Wilkes County that employed the largest percentage of the workforce
(23.09%) was Manufacturing, with an average weekly wage of $673.
o The Retail Trade sector accounted for the second largest percentage of the Wilkes
County workforce, at 13.61% (average weekly wage of $454), followed closely by Health
Care and Social Assistance at 12.84% (average weekly wage of $622).
o Statewide, the sector employing the largest percentage of the workforce was Health
Care & Social Assistance (14.29%), followed by Retail Trade (11.79%) and
Manufacturing (11.06%).
e The average weekly wage for all sectors in Wilkes County was $646, $288 less than the
average weekly wage for all sectors in NC as a whole ($934).

Table 22. Insured Employment and Wages by Sector
(Annual Summary, 2014)

Wilkes County Surry County North Carolina
Average Average Average
Sector Avg. No. % Total Weekgliy Avg. No. Y Total Week?y Avg. No. % Total Weekglly
Employed Em ployment Wage per | Employed Er_n ployment Wage per | Employed Employmem Wage per
in Sector in Sector in Sector

Employee Employee Employee

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing & Hunting 164 0.87 $523 175 0.64 $1,589 28,754 0.71 $616
Mining * * * 54 0.20 $1,073 2,867 0.07 $934
Utilities 43 0.23 $1,115 118 043 $1,077 14,905 0.37 $1,625
Construction 527 2.81 $650 2,526 9.28 $963| 178,986 441 $876
Manufacturing 4328 23.09 $673 3,806 13.98 $661| 448,623 11.06 $1,061
Wholesale Trade 789 421 $889 774 2.84 $735( 176,928 4.36 $1,282
Retail Trade 2552 13.61 $454 3,964 14.56 $443| 478,478 11.79 $504
Transportation & Warehousing 421 2.25 $835 1,320 4.85 $716( 132,682 3.27 $886
Information 188 1.00 $889 251 0.92 $701 73,577 181 $1,411
Finance & Insurance 329 1.75 $972 588 2.16 $870| 153,707 3.79 $1,635
Real Estate & Rental & Leasing 181 0.97 $737 176 0.65 $519 52,383 129 $841
Professional, Scientific & Technical Services 411 2.19 $908 351 1.29 $914( 210,768 5.19 $1,388
Management of Companies & Enterprises * * * * * * 80,461 1.98 $1,919
Administrative & Waste Services 582 3.10 $451 1,844 6.77 $385| 284,159 7.00 $622
Educational Services 2231 11.90 $601 2,281 8.38 $629| 370,960 9.14 $795
Health Care & Social Assistance 2408 12.84 $622 4,124 15.14 $658| 579,594 14.29 $880
Arts, Entertainment & Recreation * * * 231 0.85 $301 65,625 1.62 $584
Accommodation & Food Services 1859 9.92 $253 2,432 8.93 $256| 382,672 9.43 $300
Other Services 477 2.54 $361 829 3.04 $524| 102,771 2.53 $587
Public Administration 1258 6.71 $703 1,390 5.10 $626| 238,343 587 $859
TOTAL ALL SECTORS 18,748 100.00 $646 27,234 100.00 $802] 4,057,243 100.00 $934

Source - NC Employment Security Commission, Labor & Economic Analysis Division (LEAD), 4D website. Quarterly Census
Employment and Wages (QCEW), 2014 Annual. http:/esesc23.esc.state.nc.us/d4/.

* - Disclosure suppressed

! Percent Total Employment in Sector values were calculated by dividing the Avg. Number of Employed within a sector by the total

employees in All Sectors.

Largest Employers

The following table lists the 25 largest employers in Wilkes County as of the end of the 4th

Quarter, 2014.

e Three of the employers listed—Tyson Farms, Inc., Lowe’s Companies, Inc., and the
Wilkes County Board of Education—employed more than 1,000 people.
o Three employers listed employed between 500 and 999 people; the others in the list
each employed fewer than 500 people.
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Table 23. Largest 25 Employers in Wilkes County
(Fourth Quarter, 2014)

Rank Employer Industry No. Employed
1 [Tyson Farms Inc Manufacturing 1000+
2 Lowe's Companies Inc Professional & Business Services 1000+
3 |Wilkes County Board of Education Education & Health Senvices 1000+
4 |Wilkes Regional Medical Center Education & Health Services 500-999
5 [Wilkes County Public Administration 500-999
6 [Wilkes Community College Education & Health Services 500-999
7  |Louisiana-Pacific Corporation Manufacturing 250-499
8 Lowes Home Centers Inc Trade, Transportation & Utilities 250-499
9 [Wwal-Mart Associates Inc Trade, Transportation & Utilities 250-499
10 [Tyson PoultryInc Manufacturing 250-499
11 [NC Department of Transportation Public Administration 100-249
12 |Holly Mtn Enterprises Trade, Transportation & Utilities 100-249
13 |East Coast Millwork Dist Inc Trade, Transportation & Utilities 100-249
14 |Principle Long Term Care Inc Education & Health Services 100-249
15 |Carolina Resource Management LLC Professional & Business Services 100-249
16 |Wilkes Senior Village Education & Health Services 100-249
17 |Food Lion Trade, Transportation & Utilities 100-249
18 |Manzella Knitting & CompanyLLC Manufacturing 100-249
19 |Gardner Glass Products Inc Manufacturing 100-249
20 [Lowes Foor Stores Inc Trade, Transportation & Utilities 100-249
21 |Suncrest Farms Country Hams Inc. Manufacturing 100-249
22 |The Interflex Group Manufacturing 100-249
23 |Culinary Services Group LLC Leisure & Hospitality 100-249
24 |Plycem Usa Inc Manufacturing 100-249
25 [Home Instead Senior Care Education & Health Services 100-249

Source: NC Department of Commerce, Economic Intelligence Development System (EDIS), Business Data, Top
Employers, by County; http://accessnc.commerce.state.nc.us/EDIS/business.html.

Travel for Employment

Data gathered by the US Census Bureau on how many resident workers travel outside the

county for employment can help demonstrate whether or not a county provides adequate

employment opportunities for its own citizens.

e According to the estimate for 2009-2013 shown in the table below, 76.7% of Wilkes
County resident workers were employed within the county.

Table 24. Place of Work for Resident Workers Age 18 and Older
(Five-Year Estimate, 2009-2013)

Number and Percent of Residents
0, 0, 0,
Location Total # # % # % Wo:dn Wor/lodn Wofkin Worﬁin II:;\E/\iln# E:atli:nAJ
Workers | Working | Working | Working | Working 9 9 9 g 9 9
Over 16 in NC inNC  lin county | in count out of out of out of out of County for | County for
Y Y County County State State Work Work
Wilkes County 25,733 25,609 99.5 19,733 76.7 5,876 22.8 124 0.5 6,000 233
Surry County 30,334 29,390 96.9 21,097 69.5 8,293 27.3 944 3.1 9,237 305
State of NC 4,227,98614,121,984 97.5|3,039,407 71.9] 1,082,577 25.6 106,002 2.5[ 1,188,579 28.1

Note: percentages are calculated and may include some rounding error.
Source: US Census Bureau, American Fact Finder, American Community Survey, 2013 ACS 5-Year Estimate, Table BO8007: Sex
of Workers by Place of Work, State and County Level; http://factfinder2.census.gov.
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Modes of Transportation to Work

Besides serving as an indicator of environmental concern, the mode of transportation workers
use to get to their places of employment can also point to the relative convenience of local
workplaces and the extent of the local public transportation system. The next table compares
data on modes of transportation to work from the 2000 US Census and a Census Bureau
estimate for 2009-2013.

In Wilkes County:

e Very few workers used public transportation to get to work in 2000, but the number for
2009-2013 was higher.

e The number of workers who carpooled decreased 35% between 2000 and 2009-2013.

e The number of workers who walked to work, while relatively small, increased 27% over
the period cited.

e The number of workers who worked at home decreased 14% over the same period.

Table 25. Modes of Transportation to Work
(2000 Count and 2009-2013 Five -Year Estimate, US Census Bureau)

Number of Persons

Location Drove Alone Carpooled Used Public Walked Taxicab, motorcycle,

) . Worked at Home
Transportation bicycle or other means

2000 2009-2013 2000 2009-2013 2000 2009-2013 2000 2009-2013 2000 2009-2013 2000 2009-2013

Wilkes County 24,740 21,250 5,088 3,284 15 86 289 366 147 94 762 653

Surry County 26,234 25,644 5511 2,489 19 194 465 204 407 249 822 700
State of NC 3,046,666| 3,428,471 538,264 439,219 29,716 45,765 74,147 76,768 46,029 53,414 102,951 184,349
Source: a b a b a b a b a b a b

a - US Census Bureau, American Fact Finder, 2000 US Census Data Sets, Summary File 3, Detailed Tables, Means of
Transportation to Work for Workers 16 Years and Over; http://factfinder2.census.gov.

b - US Census Bureau, American Fact Finder, American Community Survey, 2013 ACS 5-Year Estimates, Data Profiles, County,
North Carolina (Counties as listed); http:/factfinder2.census.gov.

Public Transportation in Wilkes County

WTA is public transportation and is authorized to operate within the state of North Carolina
under guidance from the Department of Transportation. WTA is a non-profit organization
dedicated to providing safe, reliable, and efficient transportation options to the general public
and is not affiliated with any other government body or agency.

Wilkes Transportation Authority provides multiple transportation options for residents of Wilkes
County, specializing in offering transportation alternatives to those with limited options in rural
communities. Wilkes Transportation Authority can provide trips to anywhere in the state of
North Carolina.

Public transportation fares within Wilkes County range from $2-$24, determined on the basis of
“zonal rings” that are pre-determined distances from a central point.

All WTA drivers are certified in first aid and defensive driving, are trained to current driving
standards, and are randomly drug tested. All WTA vehicles are regularly maintained, and are
handicap-accessible to Americans with Disabilities Act standards. For safety and efficiency, all
vehicles have two-way radios and are properly maintained. Most vehicles are equipped to
board upright wheelchairs.
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WTA offers both on demand and set-schedule express shuttle services. On-demand
services are provided when the user calls in advance to schedule service. On-demand travel
must be completed during the same business day. On-demand WTA services observe regular
service hours (6:00 AM to 6:00 PM Monday through Friday), extended service hours (before
6:00 AM and after 6:00 PM weekdays, and weekend service), holiday services (on nationally
recognized holidays) and rural general public service inside Wilkes County. Fare rates vary by
category of service and travel zone.

Express shuttle services operate on a fixed schedule and operate fixed routes serving specific
locations including commercial establishments such as Walmart and Lowe’s Foods, workplaces
such as Tyson Foods, group housing such as apartment complexes, and public organizations
and agencies such as Wilkes Community College, Wilkes County Library, and the Federal
Building and Post Office. Intra-route stops are available to passengers on any route, and stops
at other locations within ¥4 mile of a fixed route are possible, but must be pre-arranged. Shuttle
service operates on Monday through Friday only (7).

The first table below summarizes current (2015) WTA equipment. The second table
summarizes WTA ridership for FY2012-2013 through FY2014-2015.

Table 26. Wilkes Transportation Authority (WTA) Vehicles and Capacity (August, 2015)

Number Capacity
7-passenger Vans 1 7
8-passenger Vans 22 176
10-passenger Vans 2 20
Total 25 203

Source: Rachel Willard, Wilkes County health Department, to Sheila S. Pfaender, Public
Health Consultant, August 14, 2015.

Table 27. Wilkes Transportation Authority (WTA) Ridership
FY2012-13  FY2013-14 = FY2014-15

Total Miles 719,440 558,353 561,490
Total Passengers 78,879 58,972 58,912
Cost per Mile $1.43 $2.21 $1.65

Source: Rachel Willard, Wilkes County health Department, to Sheila S. Pfaender, Public
Health Consultant, August 14, 2015.

Unemployment

The next figure plots the unemployment rate in Wilkes County and its comparators.
e Beginning after 2008, the unemployment rate rose significantly in all three jurisdictions.
Unemployment in Wilkes County and NC as a whole began to decline after 2010, a year

after the decline began in Surry County. The declines continue at the present time,
although they have slowed appreciably in all three jurisdictions.
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o The latest (June, 2015, un-plotted) annual unemployment rate for Wilkes County (6.2%)
was slightly higher than the state rate of 5.9% (8).

Figure 5. Annual Unemployment Rate
(2000 - June, 2015)

Unemployment Rate Trend
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Note: The unemployment rate is calculated by dividing the number of unemployed by the civilian labor force.
The civilian labor force is the total employed plus the unemployed.

Source: North Carolina Department of Commerce, Labor and Economic Analysis Division (LEAD), D4 -
Demand Driven Data Delivery System. Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) - Unemployment Rate.
http://esesc23.esc.state.nc.us/d4/.

Poverty

The poverty rate is the percent of the population (both individuals and families) whose money
income (which includes job earnings, unemployment compensation, social security income,
public assistance, pension/retirement, royalties, child support, etc.) is below a federally
established threshold; this is the “100%-level” figure.

The following table shows the decadal poverty rate for the period from 1970 through 2000 and
the estimated poverty rate for four five year periods: 2006-2010 through 2009-2013. The data in
this table describe an overall rate, representing the entire population in each geographic entity.
As subsequent data will show, poverty may have strong racial and age components that are not
discernible in these numbers.

¢ In Wilkes County, the poverty rates after 2000 were almost all higher than the rates for
2000 or earlier.

o In Wilkes County as in the state of NC, the poverty rate fell each decade from 1970
through 2000, but rose after that in every period cited.
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Table 28. Annual Poverty Rate
(1970-2000; 2006-2010 through 2009-2013 Five-Year Estimates)

) Percent of All People in Poverty
Location
1970 1980 1990 2000 (2006-2010(2007-2011|2008-2012(2009-2013
Wilkes County 22.2 13.8 13.3 11.9 19.2 21.7 22.4 227
Surry County 17.8 13.7 114 124 16.9 18.0 18.3 19.9
State of NC 20.3 14.8 13.0 12.3 15.5 16.1 16.8 17.5
Source: a a a a b b b b

a - Log Into North Carolina (LINC) Database, Topic Group Employment and Income (Data Item 6094);
http://data.osbm.state.nc.us/pls/linc/dyn_linc_main.show.

b - US Census Bureau, American Fact Finder, American Community Survey, 2010 through 2013 ACS 5-Year Estimates, Table
DPO03: Selected Economic Characteristics, County, North Carolina (Jurisdictions as listed); http://factfinder2.census.gov/.

The next table presents poverty data stratified by broad racial group (white/black) for the
decades from 1980 through 2000, and stratified by white/black/Hispanic for four five-year

aggregates from 2006-2010 through 2009-2013.

e Across all time periods and in all jurisdictions cited, the poverty rate among blacks was
higher than the poverty rate among whites.
¢ In Wilkes County over the seven periods shown the poverty rate for blacks averaged 1.6
times the poverty rate for whites.
e The poverty rate among Hispanics in Wilkes was consistently higher than the
comparable rate for whites and for blacks. Over the four periods shown the poverty rate
for Hispanics averaged 2.3 times the poverty rate for whites.
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Table 29. Persons in Poverty, by Race
(1980-2000; 2006-2010 through 2009-2013 Five-Year Estimates)

1980 1990 2000

Location Total No. | Total %in | %White in | %Black in| Total No. | Total %in |%White in| %Black in [ Total No. | Total %in |%White in [%Black in
in Poverty | Poverty Poverty Poverty |in Poverty | Poverty Poverty Poverty |in Poverty | Poverty Poverty Poverty

Wilkes County 8,013 13.8 134 217 7,797 13.3 13.0 19.0 7,662 11.9 11.2 20.9
Surry County 8,042 13.7 13.2 221 6,956 114 109 18.0 8,685 124 10.6 26.0
State of NC 839,950 14.8 10.0 30.4[ 829,858 13.0 8.7 27.1| 958,667 12.3 8.5 22.9

Source: Log Into North Carolina (LINC) Database, Topic Group Employment and Income (Data Items 6094, 6096, 6098);
http://data.osbm.state.nc.us/pls/linc/dyn_linc_main.show.

2006-2010 2007-2011

Location Total No. | Total %in | %White in | %Black in |%Hisp/Lat | Total No. in | Total %in |%White in | %Black in | % Hisp/Lat
in Poverty | Poverty Poverty Poverty |in Poverty | Poverty Poverty Poverty Poverty |in Poverty

Wilkes County 13,081 19.2 17.2 28.5 44.9 14,775 21.7 20.0 26.4 42.3

Surry County 12,197 16.9 15.3 284 28.4 13,053 18.0 16.5 324 29.2

State of NC 1,399,945 155 11.2 25.6 29.8] 1,473,556 16.1 11.8 26.1 31.5
2008-2012 2009-2013

Location Total No. | Total %in [%White in|%Black in | %Hisp/Lat [Total No. in| Total %in [ %White in [%Black in| % Hisp/Lat

in Poverty | Poverty | Poverty | Poverty [inPoverty| Poverty | Poverty Poverty Poverty | in Poverty

Wilkes County 15,319 22.4 20.6 31.6 41.0 15,497 22.7 20.4 30.9 48.2
Surry County 4,025 43.9 16.7 345 34.2 14,383 19.9 18.1 40.4 44.5
State of NC 1,536,464 16.8 12.5 26.8 33.3[ 1,643,389 175 13.3 27.6 34.0

Source: US Census Bureau, American Fact Finder, American Community Survey, 2010 through 2013 American Community
Surveys 5-Year Estimates, Table S1701: Poverty Status in the Past 12 Months. Data Profiles, County, North Carolina (Counties as
listed); http://factfinder2.census.gov/.

The following table presents poverty data stratified by age group. Note that the youngest age
category is defined somewhat differently in the two hemi-tables, so the summary data below
focuses only on the data from the four aggregate periods. From these data it is apparent that
children suffer disproportionately from poverty.

e In all jurisdictions in every aggregate time period cited in the table, the poverty rate for
children under the age of 18 exceeded the overall poverty rate. For the four aggregate
periods cited the average poverty rate for youth under age 18 in Wilkes County was 50%
higher than the overall poverty rate.

e The poverty rate for children under the age of or 5 varied even more significantly from
the overall rate. For the four aggregate periods cited the average poverty rate for
children under age 5 in Wilkes County was 80% higher than the overall poverty rate.
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Table 30. Persons in Poverty, by Age
(1980-2000; 2006-20010 through 2009-2013 Five-Year Estimates)

1980 1990 2000
0, 0, 0, 0,
. _|oechitdren|ochildren| *eAdUNS |ochitgren| % | %eAdults _|%chitdren|%children| "Adults
Location Total %in . 65 or Total %in | Children 65 or Total %in : 65 or
Under 6 in| Under 18 ; Under 6 in ; Under 6 in| Under 18 .
Poverty . Older in | Poverty Under 18 [ Olderin | Poverty . Older in
Poverty |in Poverty Poverty |[. Poverty |in Poverty
Poverty in Poverty| Poverty Poverty
Wilkes County 13.8 11.9 14.6 35.2 13.3 17.0 135 29.1 11.9 16.3 13.2 17.2
Surry County 13.7 185 15.4 255 11.4 134 125 22.9 124 175 15.0 174
State of NC 14.8 19.7 18.3 23.9 13.0 19.1 16.9 195 12.3 17.8 15.7 13.2

Source: Log Into North Carolina (LINC) Database, Topic Group Employment and Income (Data Items 6094, 6100, 6102, 6104);
http://data.osbm.state.nc.us/pls/linc/dyn_linc_main.show

2006-2010 2007-2011 2008-2012 2009-2013

) %Related | % Related | %Adults %Related | %Related | %Adults %Related | %Related | %Adults %Related | % Related | %Adults
Location Total %in | Children | Children 650r | Total %in | Children | Children 650r | Total %in | Children | Children 650r [ Total %in | Children | Children 65 or
Poverty |Under 5in| Under 18 | Olderin [ Poverty [Under 5in|Under 18 [ Olderin | Poverty |Under 5in| Under 18 | Olderin [ Poverty |Under 5in| Under 18 | Older in

Poverty [in Poverty | Poverty Poverty [in Poverty| Poverty Poverty [in Poverty | Poverty Poverty [in Poverty | Poverty
Wilkes County 19.2 36.2 27.2 14.4 217 37.8 318 138 224 37.0 323 143 227 39.3 33.0 133
Surry County 16.9 28.3 224 155 18.0 218 243 16.2 18.3 29.3 23.6 15.1 199 343 275 15.4
State of NC 15.5 255 213 10.7 16.1 26.4 223 10.3 16.8 28.0 23.5 10.2 175 29.1 24.6 10.0

Source: US Census Bureau, American Fact Finder, American Community Survey, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 American Community
Survey 5-Year Estimates. DP03 Selected Economic Characteristics (Counties as listed); http:/factfinder2.census.gov

Children Receiving Free or Reduced-price School Lunch

One measure of poverty among children is the percent of school-age children who are eligible
for and receive free or reduced-price school lunch.

Students have to be eligible to receive meals; not everyone who is eligible will choose to enroll
in the program and receive meals. To be eligible for free lunch under the National School Lunch
Act students must live in households earning at or below 130 percent of the Federal poverty
guidelines. To be eligible for reduced-price lunch students must live in households earning at or
below 185 percent of the Federal poverty guidelines.

The table below shows the percent of students in each LEA deemed “needy” relative to free and
reduced-price lunch. This figure is calculated as the number of applications for free lunch plus
the number of applications for reduced-price lunch divided by the average daily membership.

e The need for assistance in the Wilkes County LEA exceeded the NC average in every
period cited.

Table 31. Percent of Students Eligible for Free or Reduced-Price School Lunch (“Needy”)
(SY2006-07 through SY2013-14)

L ) %of Students Determined to be "Needy"
ocation SY2006-07 | SY2007-08 | SY2008-09 | SY2009-10 [ SY2010-11 [ SY2011-12 | SY2012-13 |SY2013-14
Wilkes County 56.61 56.92 58.93 62.26 63.37 65.93 67.12 68.03
Surry County 53.65 56.19 57.58 61.12 58.77 65.47 66.29 64.64
Elkin City Schools 32.62 33.23 35.02 39.60 40.95 43.49 43.13 4551
Mount Airy City Schools 50.79 55.60 57.72 57.43 60.98 60.94 63.95 69.30
State of NC 48.46 48.39 49.85 53.68 53.86 55.94 56.14 57.56

Source: NC Department of Instruction, Data & Statistics, Other Education Data: Select Financial Data, Free and Reduced Meals
Application Data (by school year). http://www.ncpublicschools.org/fbs/resources/datal.
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HOUSING

The following table presents US Census Bureau data on housing by type in the jurisdictions
being compared. This data covers two aggregate periods: 2006-2010 and 2009-2013.

e There were higher estimated proportions of vacant housing units in Wilkes County than
in NC as a whole during both periods cited.

e Of the estimated total occupied housing units in Wilkes County, approximately 74% were
owner-occupied and 26% were renter-occupied.

e In Wilkes County approximately 26% of all housing units were classified as mobile
homes, a figure 86% higher than the NC average of 14%.

Table 32. Housing by Type
(2006-2010 and 2009-2013 Five-Year Estimates)

2006-2010 Estimate
. . . O ) Mobil
. Total Housing | Vacant Housing Occupied Wn?r Renter Occupied obre
Location ) ) ) } Occupied ) Home
Units Units Housing Units . Units .
Units Units
No. NO. % No. % NO. % No. % No. %
Wilkes County 32,605 4,791 147 27,814| 853 20,658| 74.3 7,156 25.7 8,601| 26.4
Surry County 33,374 3,706| 11.1 29,668| 88.9 22,037 74.3 7,631 25.7 8,269| 24.8
State of NC 4,229,552 603,373| 14.3|13,626,179| 85.7| 2,468,489| 68.1] 1,157,690 31.9| 605,418| 14.3
2009-2013 Estimate
. . . O ) Mobil
) Total Housing | Vacant Housing Occupied wngr Renter Occupied obrie
Location . . . . Occupied . Home
Units Units Housing Units ) Units .
Units Units
No. No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
Wilkes County 32,916 5,404| 16.4 27,512 83.6 20,339 73.9 7,173 26.1 8,445| 25.7
Surry County 33,514 3,547 10.6 29,967| 894 21,807 7238 8,160 27.2 8,164 24.4
State of NC 4,349,023| 633,458| 14.6|3,715,565| 85.4|2,466,388| 66.4| 1,249,177 33.6] 593,510 13.6

Source - US Census Bureau, American Fact Finder, American Community Survey, 2010 and 2013 ACS 5-Year Estimates, Table
DPO04: Selected Housing Characteristics (geographies as listed). http://factfinder2.census.gov.

The next table presents data on housing costs for the aggregate periods 2008-2012 and 2009-
2013.

¢ In the periods cited the average estimated median monthly gross rent in Wilkes County
was $568, $200 lower than the state average of $768. Over the same period the
average estimated monthly mortgage cost in Wilkes County was $1,026, $258 lower
than the state average of $1,284.

o The average percentage of renter occupied units in Wilkes County spending more than
30% of household income on housing in the periods cited was 53%, 4% higher than the
state average of 51%. Over the same period the average percentage of mortgaged
housing units in Wilkes County spending more than 30% of household income on
housing was 37%, 16% higher than the state average of 32%.

52


http://factfinder2.census.gov/

Table 33. Estimated Housing Cost as Percent of Household Income
(2008-12 and 2009-2013 Five-Year Estimates)

Renter Occupied Units
2008-2012 2009-2013
_ Units Spending Median Units Spending Median
Location >30% Household >30% Household
Total Units * Income on Gross ToFaI Income on Gross
) Monthly Units ) Monthly
Housing Rent Housing Rent
# % # %
Wilkes County 6,012 3,146 524 $562 5,892 3,182 54.0 $573
Surry County 6,750 3,285 48.7 $549 6,577 3,232 49.1 $591
State of NC 1,095,577( 554,428 50.6 $759(1,125,192| 574,369 51.0 $776
Mortgaged Housing Units
2008-2012 2009-2013
Units Spending . Units Spending .
Location >30% Household | Median >30% Household Median
Total Units * Income on Monthly ToFaI Income on Monthly
Housing Mortgage Units Housing Mortgage
" % Cost 2 % Cost
Wilkes County 10,095 3,886 385 $1,030 9,942 3,619 364 $1,021
Surry County 11,691 3,393 29.0 $1,054 11,456 3,374 295 $1,046
State of NC 1,658,483( 539,993 32.6 $1,287| 1,636,185 523,069 31.9 $1,281

- The total units is the number of occupied units paying rent or mortgage for which the percentage of household income

being spent on housing costs can be computed. It does not equal the total number of occupied housing units.

Source: US Census Bureau, American FactFinder. 2012, 2013 ACS 5-Year Estimates. Table DP04: Selected Housing
Characteristics (geographies as listed). http:/factfinder2.census.gov.

Affordable Housing

According to information from the NC Rural Economic Development Center based on 2006-
2010 US Census data estimates, 28% of housing in Wilkes County was classified as

“‘unaffordable”, compared to 26% in Surry County and 32% statewide (9). This data is at least
partially reflective of the population living in households that pay more than 30% of the
household income for housing costs.

The US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) maintains a system for tracking
“affordable” housing for its low-income clients, to whom it provides housing subsidies. HUD

services are delivered through Public and Indian Housing Authority (PHA) offices throughout

NC. The HUD Field Office in North Carolina is located in Greensboro (10), and the public
housing agency (PHA) office in North Wilkesboro can assist Wilkes County residents in

accessing HUD services (11).

At the time this report was developed in February, 2016, there were four single-family HUD-

subsidized homes available in Wilkes County, one in Boomer, one in Linwood, one in Roaring
River, and one in Jonesville (12). In addition, there were seven affordable apartment options

listed for the county, six in North Wilkesboro and one in Wilkesboro (13).

53


http://factfinder2.census.gov/

The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) catalogues information about rental properties
available in rural areas. The agency’s Multi-Family Housing (MFH) Rental website provides an
online guide to government-assisted rental projects. At the time this report was developed, the
MFH website listed five qualifying rental properties in Wilkes County, two in North Wilkesboro
and three in Wilkesboro (14).

Homelessness

According to data from the NC Housing Coalition, there is at the present time one homeless
shelter in Wilkes County: the Catherine H. Barber Memorial Shelter in North Wilkesboro, a
501c-3 organization that provides temporary overnight shelter to anyone who is homeless. The
clients get a safe place to rest, bathing facilities, washing facilities, and food is also available. A
limit of 14 days is imposed to ensure that clients are seeking permanent shelter (15). The table
below presents an annual summary of utilization data for this shelter.

Table 34. Catherine H. Barber Memorial Shelter Utilization Data (2010-2015)

Total Annual
Year

Occupancy
2010 100
2011 161
2012 203
2013 177
2014 180
2015 (Jan-August 12) 230

Note: Total occupancy of the facility is 10 persons; average daily
occupancy is 4-5 persons.

Source: Personal communication from Rachel Willard, Health
Promotion Coordinator, Wilkes County Health Department to
Sheila Pfaender, Public Health Consultant; August 14, 2015.

The NC Coalition to End Homelessness assists local jurisdictions in conducting an annual
“point-in-time” survey of homeless persons every autumn. No PiT homeless data was
submitted from Wilkes County in either 2014 or 2015 (16).

HOUSEHOLDS

The following table describes households in the three comparator jurisdictions.

e The average number of persons per household in Wilkes County—2.48—was slightly
lower than the state average of 2.53.

e The percent of one-person households in Wilkes County—25.9%—was lower than the
comparable figure for the state as a whole (27.8%).

e The percent of one-person households where the resident is age 65 or older in Wilkes
County—12.2%—was higher than the comparable state average of 9.5%.
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Table 35. Household Characteristics

(2009-2013 5-Year Estimate)

0, -
Average % ¥0One

. Total No. person

Location , |Persons per [ Households Households
Households Household | One-person

2Age 65
Wilkes County 27,512 2.48 25.9 12.2
Surry County 29,967 2.42 28.6 13.2
State of NC 3,715,565 2.53 27.8 9.5

' - A household includes all the persons who occupy a housing unit. A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a mobile home, a
group of rooms, or a single room that is occupied (or if vacant, is intended for occupancy) as separate living quarters. Separate
living quarters are those in which the occupants live and eat separately from any other persons in the building and which have direct
access from the outside of the building or through a common hall. The occupants may be a single family, one person living alone,
two or more families living together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons who share living arrangements. (People not
living in households are classified as living in group quarters.

Source: US Census Bureau, American Fact Finder, American Community Survey, 2013 ACS 5-Year Estimates, Table S1101:
Households and Families. http://factfinder2.census.gov.

Single-Parent Families

Data in the next table describe some characteristics of single-parent families.

e Of the total households In Wilkes County in the 2009-2013 period, 55% were married
couple family households, 4% were male householder family households, and 11% were
female householder family households.

e Of the 1,054 male householder family households in Wilkes County, 596 (56.5%)
included children under the age of 18. Of the 3,033 female householder family
households, 1,491 (49.2%) included children under the age of 18.

Table 36. Single-Parent Families
(2009-2013 ACS 5-Year Estimate)

Married Counle Eamily Housholds Male Householder (no wife present) Female Householder (no husband
Total P Y Family Households present) Family Households
ota
Location
Households® Total with own children <18 Total with own children < 18 Total with own children <18
Households Households Households
Number Number Percent Number Number Percent Number Number Percent
Wilkes County 27,512 15,266 5,261 345 1,054 596 56.5 3,033 1,491 49.2
Surry County 29,967 15,511 5,329 34.4 1,187 490 41.3 3,617 1,903 52.6
State of NC 3,715,565| 1,802,864 706,106 39.2 163,103 84,199 51.6 506,921 293,665 57.9
a a a b a a b a a b

a - US Census Bureau, American Fact Finder, 2013 ACS, Table S1101: Households and Families (geographies as noted).
http://factfinder2.census.gov.
b - Calculated

Grandparents Responsible for Minor Children

The following table presents data on grandparents with responsibility for minor children. Data
on grandparents as primary caregivers were derived from US Census Bureau American
Community Survey questions. Data were collected on whether a grandchild lives with a
grandparent in the household, whether the grandparent has responsibility for the basic needs of
the grandchild, and the duration of that responsibility. Responsibility for basic needs determines
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if the grandparent is financially responsible for food, shelter, clothing, day care, etc., for any or
all grandchildren living in the household. Percent is derived with the number of grandparents

responsible for grandchildren (under 18 years) as the numerator and number of grandparents
living with own grandchildren (under 18 years) as the denominator.

e In Wilkes County for the period cited, an estimated 67.4% of grandparents living with
their minor grandchildren were also responsible for their care. This was by far the
highest figure among the comparators.

Table 37. Grandparents with Responsibility for Minor Children
(Five-Year Estimate, 2009-2013)

Grandparent

#Qrandparents Responsible for

Location Living W't_h Own Grandchildren (under
Grandchildren 18years)*
(<18 Years)

Est. # %
Wilkes County 1,649 1111 67.4
Surry County 1,514 907 59.9
State of NC 206,632 100,422 48.6

Source: US Census Bureau, American FactFinder, American
Community Survey, 2013 5-Year Estimates. Selected Social
Characteristics in the United States (DP02);
http://factfinder2.census.qgov.

CHILD CARE

Child Care Facilities

The NC Division of Child Development is the state agency charged with overseeing the child
care industry in the state, including the regulation of child day care programs. The Division
licenses child care facilities that keep more than two unrelated children for more than four hours
a day. In NC, regulated child day care facilities are divided into two categories—Child Care
Centers and Family Child Care Homes—with the categories delineated on the basis of
enrollment. A child care center is a larger program providing care for three or more children, but
not in a residential setting. The number of children in care is based upon the size of individual
classrooms and having sufficient staff, equipment and materials. A family child care home is a
smaller program offered in the provider's residence where three to five preschool children are in
care. A family child care home may also provide care for three school-age children (17).

In 1999, the NC Division of Child Development began issuing “star rated” licenses to all eligible
Child Care Centers and Family Child Care Homes. NC’s Star Rated License System gave from
one to five stars to child care programs based on how well they were doing in providing quality
child care. A rating of one star meant that a child care program met the state’s minimum
licensing standards for child care. Programs that chose to voluntarily meet higher standards
could apply for a two to five star license. (Note: Religious-sponsored child care programs could
opt to continue to operate with a notice of compliance and not receive a star rating.)
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Three areas of child care provider performance were assessed in the star system: program
standards, staff education, and compliance history. Each area had a range of one through five
points. The star rating was based on the total points earned for all three areas.

Then, in 2005, the way facilities were evaluated was changed in order to give parents better
information about a program’s quality. The new rules made a 75% “compliance history” a
minimum standard for any licensed facility. Because it is now a minimum requirement, all
programs earn their star rating based only on the two components that give parents the best
indication of quality: staff education and program standards. In addition, programs having a two
component license can earn a “quality point” for enhanced standards in staff education and
program standards. As reported in the table below:

e Of the 35 licensed child care centers in Wilkes County at the time of this report, 19
(54%) were five-star facilities and two (6%) were four-star facilities.

e Of the 17 licensed family child care homes in Wilkes County at the time of this report,
one (6%) was a five-star facility and two (12%) were four-star facilities.

Table 38. NC-Licensed Child Care Facilities in Wilkes County
(January, 2014)

Type of Facility Number

Child Care Centers (35)
Five-star 19
Four-star
Three-star
Two-star
One-star
GS 110-106 (Church-affiliated)
Temporary
Family Child Care Homes (17)
Five-star
Four-star
Three-star
Two-star

One-star 3
Source: NC Department of Health and Human Services,
Division of Child Development, Child Care Facility Search
Site; http://ncchildcaresearch.dhhs.state.nc.us/search.asp.

WA O ONN

o 0N P

The next table presents total enrollment summaries for NC-regulated child care facilities in
Wilkes County and its comparators for 2008 through 2011.
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Table 39. Children Enrolled in NC-Regulated Child Care

(2008-2011)

No. Children (0-5) Enrolled in No. Children (0-12) Enrolled in
Location Child Care Centers Family Care Homes
2008 2009 2010 2011 2008 2009 2010 2011
Wilkes County 1,181 1,058 1,066 1,209 151 160 139 125
Surry County 1,280 1,212 1,232 1,520 136 122 133 108
State of NC 172,717] 168,953| 169,852 194,632 15,354 14,936 14,384 13,321

Source: Annie E. Casey Foundation, Kids Count Data Center, Community Level Data, North Carolina Indicators;
http://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/bystate/StateLanding.aspx?state=NC.

EDUCATION
Higher Education

There is one college-level educational institution in Wilkes County: Wilkes Community College.

Wilkes Community College (WCC). Wilkes Community College, a member of the North
Carolina Community College system, is a public, two-year, open-door institution serving the
people of Wilkes, Ashe and Alleghany counties and beyond. In addition to its main campus in
Wilkesboro, WCC operates satellite campuses in Jefferson (Ashe County) and Sparta
(Alleghany County). WCC’s mission is to provide:

e Quality education and workforce development, including basic-skills, occupational,
technical and pre-baccalaureate programs;
Economic development services to business and industry, both public and private;

¢ Community development through a variety of services, cultural activities and recreational
opportunities.

WCC is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on
Colleges to award associate degrees, diplomas, and certificates. The WCC Medical Assisting
Program is accredited by the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs
(www.caahep.org) upon recommendation of the Medical Assisting Education Review Board
(MAERB).

WCC has six academic divisions: Arts and Sciences, Business and Public Service
Technologies, Continuing Education, Health Sciences, Industrial and Workforce Development,
and Basic Skills. The college offers the following:

Associate in Arts degrees leading to transfer to senior institutions

e Associate in Applied Science degrees, Diplomas, and Certificates leading to
employment

¢ Non-credit (Continuing Education) programs leading to employment (18).

58


http://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/bystate/StateLanding.aspx?state=NC

Primary and Secondary Education
Schools and Enroliment

The next several tables focus on data pertaining mostly to the primary and secondary public
schools in the Wilkes County Local Educational Authority (LEA): Wilkes County Schools.

There is one public charter school in Wilkes County, serving students in kindergarten through

eighth grade (19). In addition, there are three private schools in Wilkes County, all of them

religiously affiliated (20).

Table 40. Public Schools in the Wilkes County LEA
(SY2012-13)

School Location School Type/Calendar Grade Range
Boomer-Ferguson Elementary Boomer Regular School, Traditional Calendar PK-5
CB Eller Elementary Elkin Regular School, Traditional Calendar PK-5
CC Wright Elementary North Wilkesboro Regular School, Traditional Calendar PK-5
Central Wilkes Middle Moravian Falls Regular School, Traditional Calendar 6-8
East Wilkes High Ronda Regular School, Traditional Calendar 9-12
East Wilkes Middle Ronda Regular School, Traditional Calendar 6-8
Millers Creek Elementary Millers Creek Regular School, Traditional Calendar PK-5
Moravian Falls Elementary Moravian Falls Regular School, Traditional Calendar PK-5
Mount Pleasant Elementary Ferguson Regular School, Traditional Calendar PK-5
Mountain View Elementary Hays Regular School, Traditional Calendar PK-5
Mulberry Elementary North Wilkesboro Regular School, Traditional Calendar PK-5
North Wilkes High Hays Regular School, Traditional Calendar 9-12
North Wilkes Middle North Wilkesboro Regular School, Traditional Calendar 6-8
North Wilkesboro Elementary North Wilkesboro Regular School, Traditional Calendar PK-5
Roaring River Elementary Roaring River Regular School, Traditional Calendar PK-5
Ronda-Clingman Elementary Ronda Regular School, Traditional Calendar PK-5
Traphill Elementary Traphill Regular School, Traditional Calendar PK-5
West Wilkes High Millers Creek Regular School, Traditional Calendar 9-12
West Wilkes Middle Wilkesboro Regular School, Traditional Calendar 6-8
Wilkes Central High Wilkesboro Regular School, Traditional Calendar 9-12
Wilkes Early College High Wilkesboro Regular School, Traditional Calendar 9-13
Wilkesboro Elementary Wilkesboro Regular School, Traditional Calendar PK-5
Bridges Academy State Road Charter School, Traditional Calendar K-8

Source: NC Department of Public Instruction, Data and Statistics, Education Data, NC School Report Cards, School Year 2012-13;
http://www.ncreportcards.org/src. Note that the referenced source maintains archive data only. Similar, recent data is not available
at this site.

The table below summarizes data on the three private schools in Wilkes County

Table 41. Private Schools in Wilkes County
(SY2012-2013)

School Location School Type/Calendar Grade Range

Gordon Baptist Christian School North Wilkesboro Religious Day School (41 students) K-12
Harvest Time Christian Academy Wilkesboro Religious Day School (54 students) K-11
Millers Creek Christian School Millers Creek Religious Day School (155 students) K-12

Source: 2013 North Carolina Directory of Non-Public Schools; http://www.ncdnpe.org/documents/12-13-CS-Directory.pdf.
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School enrolliment figures in Wilkes County decreased annually in most years from SY2006-07
through SY2012-13, as seen in the table below.

Table 42. K-12 Public School Enroliment
(SY2006-07 through SY2012-13)

Location Number of Students
SY2006-07 | SY2007-08 | SY2008-09 [ SY2009-10 | SY2010-11 | SY2011-12|SY2012-13]
Wilkes County Schools 10,296 10,294 10,239 10,088 10,124 10,103 10,013
Surry County Schools 8,956 8,864 8,862 8,762 8,705 8,602 8,527
Elkin City Schools 1,237 1,264 1,233 1,177 1,206 1,210 1,225
Mount Airy City Schools 1,792 1,718 1,643 1,640 1,661 1,677 1,737
State of NC 1,452,420 1,458,156 1,456,558 1,446,650| 1,450,435| 1,458,572|1,467,297

Source: NC Department of Public Instruction, Data and Statistics, Education Data: NC Statistical Profile. NC Statistical Profile
Online: Local Education Agencies Information, Pupil Accounting. http://apps.schools.nc.gov/pls/apex/f?p=1:1:497147721913602.

Educational Attainment

The next table presents data on several measures of educational attainment. It should be noted
that SY2012-13 was the first year of implementation of NC’s new statewide Standard Course of
Study, new assessments, and a new school accountability model. As a result, student
performance data from SY2012-13 is very different from, and is not directly comparable to,
similar data from previous years.

As of a 2009-2013 US Census Bureau estimate, both Wilkes County and Surry County

had significantly lower percentages of residents with a high school diploma or higher and
residents with a bachelor's degree or higher than NC as a whole.

According to SY2013-14 End of Grade (EOG) Test results, third-graders and eighth-

graders in Wilkes County public schools demonstrated grade-appropriate proficiency in
reading and math at lower percentages than students statewide.

was slightly below the average total SAT score for students statewide (994).

Table 43. Educational Attainment

In SY2013-14 the average total SAT score for students in Wilkes County Schools (988)

% 3rd % 3rd % 8th % 8th
% Population | % Population Graders Graders Graders Graders SAT
High School Bachelor's Grade Level | Grade Level [Grade Level | Grade Level Participation Average Total
Location Graduate or Degree or [ Proficient on | Proficient on |Proficienton| Proficient Rate SAT Scores
Higher?® Higher! EOG Reading | EOGMath |EOG Reading |on EOG Math
Test Test Test Test
2009-2013 2009-2013 SY2013-14 SY2013-14 SY2013-14 | SY2013-14 SY2013-14 SY2013-14
Wilkes County Schools 74.2 125 545 56.3 50.9 39.9 32% 988
Surry County Schools 75.3 15.0 62.9 65.2 52.6 42.6 27% 999
Elkin City Schools n/a n/a 72.4 75.5 65.3 39.6 21% 1,018
Mount Airy City Schools n/a n/a 62.5 55.8 60.7 42.7 48% 1,017
State of NC 84.9 27.3 60.2 60.9 54.2 42.2 53% 994

Source:

a

a

b

b

b

b

b

b

a - US Census Bureau, American Fact Finder, American Community Survey, 2009-2013 American Community Survey (ACS) 5-Year
Estimates, Table DP02: Selected Social Characteristics, Educational Attainment, by State or County; http://factfinder.census.gov

b - NC Department of Public Instruction, Data and Statistics, Education Data, NC School Report Cards. District Profile.
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/src/

! Refers to the population aged 25 years and older
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Educational Expenditures

The next table presents data on local, state and federal expenditures on education.

¢ In SY2013-14 the total per-pupil expenditure (the sum of Federal, state and local
investments) in public schools in Wilkes County was $150 lower than the state average.

e In all jurisdictions, the state contributed the highest proportion to the total per-pupil
expenditure. The federal contribution was the smallest proportion of the total in all
jurisdictions.

Table 44. Educational Expenditures
(SY2013-14)

) Average Per Pupil Expenditure
Location
Local State Federal Total
Wilkes County Schools $1,666 $5,576 $1,062 $8,304
Surry County Schools $1,554 $5,765 $1,117 $8,436
Elkin City Schools $1,940 $6,417 $875 $9,232
Mount Airy City Schools $2,070 $6,025 $1,435 $9,530
State of NC $2,103 $5,386 $965 $8,454

Source: NC Department of Public Instruction, Data and Statistics, Education Data, NC School Report
Cards. District Profile; Charter School Profiles http://www.ncreportcards.org/src/.

High School Drop-Out Rate

The table below presents data on the high school (grades 9-12) drop-out rate. According to the
NC Department of Public Instruction, a "drop-out" is any student who leaves school for any
reason before graduation or completion of a program of studies without transferring to another
elementary or secondary school. For reporting purposes, a drop-out is a student who was
enrolled at some time during the previous school year, but who was not enrolled (and who does
not meet reporting exclusions) on day 20 of the current school year. The data below is specific
to high school students in regular (non-charter) public schools.

¢ The high school drop-out rate Wilkes County declined steadily from year-to year
throughout most of the period cited and especially after SY2007-08.

Table 45. High School Drop-Out Rate
(SY2004-05 through SY2013-14)

Drop-Out Rate

Location

SY2004-05 | SY2005-06 | SY2006-07 | SY2007-08 [ SY2008-09 | SY2009-10 | SY2010-11 | SY2011-12 | SY2012-13 [SY2013-14

Wilkes County Schools 7.14 6.14 6.12 6.81 5.49 3.50 2.62 2.46 2.22 1.71
Surry County Schools 5.00 5.77 6.54 4.70 4.77 4.90 4.72 3.48 2.75 2.03
Elkin City Schools 2.61 3.78 2.75 2.47 1.81 1.32 3.07 1.85 1.07 1.30

Mount Airy City Schools 3.10 2.83 2.90 2.77 2.60 3.19 2.20 141 155 1.40
State of NC 4.74 5.04 5.27 4.97 4.27 3.75 3.43 3.01 2.45 2.28

Source: NC Department of Public Instruction, Research and Evaluation, Dropout Data and Collection Process, Annual Dropout
Reports; http://www.ncpublicschools.org/research/dropout/reports/.
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Graduation Rate

The four-year cohort graduation rates for subpopulations of 9th graders entering public high
school in SY2011-12 and graduating in SY2014-15 or earlier are presented for all comparator
jurisdictions in the following table.

o The four-year cohort graduation rates in Wilkes County were higher than comparable
state rates for all groups except for economically disadvantaged students.

Table 46. Four Year Cohort Graduation Rate
(9" Graders Entering SY2011-12 and Graduating SY2014-15 or Earlier)

All Students Male Female Economically Disadvantaged

School System Total # Students | % Students Total # Students [ % Students Total # Students | % Students Total # Students | % Students
Students | Graduating | Graduating | Students | Graduating | Graduating | Students | Graduating | Graduating | Students | Graduating | Graduating

Wilkes County Schools 765 670 87.6 399 338 84.7 366 332 90.7 207 153 73.9
Surry County Schools 636 570 89.6 356 311 87.4 280 259 92.5 273 232 85.0
Elkin City Schools 87 80 92.0 44 41 93.2 43 39 90.7 32 25 78.1

Mount Airy City Schools 143 132 92.3 72 64 88.9 71 - 95.0 44 37 84.1
State of NC 110,469 94,380 85.4 56,294 46,212 82.1 54,175 48,168 88.9 44,069 34,992 79.4

Note: subgroup information is based on data collected when a student is last seen in the cohort
Source: Public Schools of North Carolina, Cohort Graduation Rate. 4-Year Cohort Graduation Rate Report, 2011-12 Entering 9th
Graders Graduating in 2014-15 or Earlier. http://www.ncpublicschools.org/accountability/reporting/cohortgradrate.

School Crime and Violence

Along with test scores and dropout rates, schools now also track and report acts of crime and
violence that occur on school property.

The NC State Board of Education has defined 17 criminal acts that are to be monitored and
reported, ten of which are considered dangerous and violent:

Homicide

Assault resulting in serious bodily injury
Assault involving the use of a weapon
Rape

Sexual offense

Sexual assault

Kidnapping

Robbery with a dangerous weapon
Robbery without a dangerous weapon
Taking indecent liberties with a minor

The other seven criminal acts are:

Assault on school personnel

Bomb threat

Burning of a school building

Possession of alcoholic beverage

Possession of controlled substance in violation of law
Possession of a firearm or powerful explosive
Possession of a weapon
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The following table summarizes crime and violence catalogued by the NC Department of Public
Instruction for SY2008-09 through SY2013-14.

¢ The number and rate of acts of school crime and violence in Wilkes County Schools

fluctuated without pattern over the period cited. Only the statewide average showed any
stability, likely due to the large size of the sample.

(SY2008-09 through SY2013-14)

Table 47. School Crime and Violence! Trend, All Grades?

SY2008-09 SY2009-10 SY2010-11 SY2011-12 SY2012-13 SY2013-14
Location
No. Acts | Rate No. Acts Rate [No.Acts Rate [No.Acts Rate | No. Acts Rate | No. Acts Rate

Wilkes County Schools 70 7.02 58 5.89 44 4.46 75 7.64 79 8.09 35 3.56
Surry County Schools 42 4.88 40 4.72 70 8.29 82 9.86 93 11.28 39 4.71
Elkin City Schools 10 8.32 5 4.33 5 4.25 5 4.23 0 0.00 2 1.65
Mount Airy City Schools 12 7.60 7 4.39 18 11.20 14 8.58 10 5.96 2 1.20

State of NC 11,116 759 11,608 8.00| 11,657 795 11,161 7.63] 10,630 7.20] 10,132 6.79

Rate is number of acts per 1,000 students
Source - NC Department of Public Instruction, Research and Evaluation, Discipline Data, Consolidated Data Reports, Crime &
Violence Table (years as noted); http://www.ncpublicschools.org/research/discipline/reports/#consolidated

The next table displays detail on the acts of crime and violence committed in Wilkes County

Schools in SY2012-13 and SY2013-14.

e The most common offense overall in Wilkes County Schools was possession of a
controlled substance; the second most common offense overall was possession of a

weapon.

Table 48. School Crime and Violence in Wilkes County Schools, by Type of Offense

(SY2012-13 and SY2013-14)

No. Reportable Acts
Type of Offense

SY2012-13(SY2013-14
Assaultresulting in serious personal injury 1 1
Assaultinvolving use of a weapon 0 1
Assault on school personnel 6 4
Bomb threat 0 0
Burning a school building 0 0
Homicide 0 0
Kidnapping 0 0
Possession of alcohol 2 3
Possession of controlled substance 47 15
Possession of a firearm 0 0
Possession of weapon 23 11
Rape 0 0
Robberywith dangerous weapon 0 0
Sexual assault 0 0
Sexual offense 0 0
Indecent liberties with a minor 0 0
TOTAL 79 35

Source: NC Department of Public Instruction, Research and Evaluation,

Discipline Data, Consolidated Data Reports, Crime & Violence Table (years as
noted); http://www.ncpublicschools.org/research/discipline/reports/#consolidated
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The following table presents data summarizing disciplinary activity in the public school systems
of the comparator jurisdictions for the period SY2010-11 through SY2013-14. Since the data
represent counts of activity of school systems of different sizes, direct comparisons are
problematic.

e The most common disciplinary activity in Wilkes County Schools was the short-term
suspension. Expulsions were rare in all jurisdictions.

Table 49. School Disciplinary Activity
(SY2010-11 through SY2013-14)

SY2010-11 SY2011-12 SY2012-13 SY2013-14

School System Short-Term Long-Term . Short-Term Long-Term . Short-Term Long-Term . Short-Term Long-Term .

. Expulsions Expulsions ) . Expulsions : Expulsions
Suspensions |Suspensions Suspensions |Suspensions Suspensions | Suspensions Suspensions [Suspensions

Wilkes County Schools 768 10 0 739 8 0 770 7 0 504 1 0
Surry County Schools 686 14 1 673 3 0 765 3 0 448 6 0
Elkin City Schools 81 1 0 28 0 0 90 2 0 26 0 0
Mount Airy City Schools 61 2 0 108 1 0 96 4 0 114 0 0
State of NC 262,858 2,586 59 258,197 1,609 30 247,919 1,423 37 198,254 1,088 37

A short-term suspension is up to 10 days.

A long term suspension is 11 or more days.

Source - NC Department of Public Instruction, Research and Evaluation, Discipline Data, Consolidated Data Reports (years as
noted); http://www.ncpublicschools.org/research/discipline/reports/#consolidated.

CRIME AND SAFETY

Crime Rates

All crime statistics reported below were obtained from the NC Department of Justice, State
Bureau of Investigation unless otherwise noted.

Index crime is composed of violent crime and property crime. Violent crime includes murder,
forcible rape, robbery, and aggravated assault; property crime includes burglary, larceny, arson,
and motor vehicle theft. The following table presents the rates for index crime, violent crime,
and property crime for the period from 2009 through 2013 for Wilkes County and its
comparators. The three figures that follow present similar but slightly longer-term crime trend
data.

o The overall index crime rate in Wilkes County fell 14% overall between 2009 and 2013,
and was lower than the comparable state rate in each of the years cited.

e The largest component of Wilkes County index crime was property crime, rates for which
also were consistently lower than the comparable rates for the state as a whole.

Table 50. Crime Rates, Crimes per 100,000 Population
(2009-2013)

Crimes per 100,000 Population
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
Index | Violent |Property| Index | Violent |Property|[ Index | Violent |Property| Index | Violent |Property| Index | Violent |Property
Crime [ Crime | Crime | Crime | Crime [ Crime | Crime [ Crime | Crime | Crime [ Crime | Crime | Crime | Crime | Crime

Location

Wilkes County | 3,164.3| 2455| 2,918.8| 2,7475| 225.4| 2522.2| 3,480.0| 268.2| 3,211.8| 3,1189| 231.6| 2,887.3| 2,733.5| 212.8| 25207
Surry County 3,145.7| 292.7| 3,853.0| 3,314.1| 214.7| 3,099.4| 34790 228.8| 3,250.3| 3377.9| 289.2| 3,088.7| 3,241.1| 216.7| 3,024.4
State of NC 4,178.4| 417.2| 3,761.2| 3,955.7| 374.4| 3581.4| 3910.8| 354.6| 3,565.2| 3,770.6] 358.9| 3,411.7| 3506.2| 339.5| 3,166.6
* - Indicates incomplete or missing data.

Source: NC Department of Justice, State Bureau of Investigation, Crime, View Crime Statistics, Crime Statistics (by Year);
http://ncdoj.gov/Crime/View-Crime-Statistics.aspx.
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Figure 6. Index Crime Rate (2006-2013)
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Figure 7. Violent Crime Rate (2006-2013)

Violent Crime Rate Trend

600.0
500.0 y = 3 .

400.0 \\‘—_‘\‘
300.0

100.0

Crimes per 100,000 population

0.0

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

== Wilkes County =@=Surry County ==fe=NC

Source: Same as above

Figure 8. Property Crime Rate (2006-2013)
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The table below presents detail on index crime committed in Wilkes County from 2006-2013.
Note the following definitions:

Robbery: larceny by the threat of violence;

Aggravated assault: a physical attack on another person which results in serious bodily
harm and/or is made with a deadly or dangerous weapon such as a gun, knife, sword, ax or
blunt instrument;

Burglary: unlawful breaking and entering into the premises of another with the intent to
commit a felony;

Larceny: the theft of property without use of force; and

Motor vehicle theft: the theft or attempted theft of a motor vehicle

e The predominant violent crime reported in every year cited was aggravated assault.
e The predominant property crime reported in every year cited was larceny.

Table 51. Types of Crimes Reported in Wilkes County
(2006-2013)

. Number of Crimes
Type of Crime
2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 2013

Violent Crime 123 207 213 165 152 186 161 148
Murder 3 3 2 3 3 2 2 6
Rape 6 6 9 10 4 4 7 4
Robbery 19 29 29 26 23 25 22 22
Aggravated Assault 95 169 173 126 122 155 130 116
Property Crime 1,691 1,830 1,934| 1,962| 1,701| 2,227| 2,007 1,753
Burglary 553 622 678 799 607 696 620 571
Larceny| 1,032 1,100| 1,146| 1,047| 1,025| 1,425| 1,320 1,115
Motor VehicleTheft 106 108 110 116 69 106 67 67
Total Index Crimes 1,814 2,037 2,147 2,127 1,853 2,413 2,168 1,901

Source: NC State Bureau of Investigation, Crime in North Carolina, North Carolina Crime Statistics, Crime
Statistics in Detailed Reports (By Year), 2013 Annual Reports, County Offenses Ten Year Trend,
http://crimereporting.ncdoj.gov/.

Other Criminal Activities

The following table summarizes miscellaneous (non-index crime) criminal activities of the recent
past.

As of September 8, 2015 there were 142 registered sex offenders in Wilkes County.

e According to the NC Governor’s Crime Commission, there were zero gangs reported in
Wilkes County in 2013.

e According to the NC State Bureau of Investigation, there were 143 methamphetamine
drug lab busts in Wilkes County during the period from 2005 through 2013. The 50
busts conducted in the county in 2013 was the highest number in the state, and the 59
busts conducted in 2012 was the second-highest number in NC.
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Table 52. Other Criminal Activity

No. No. )
Registered | Gangs No. Methamphetamine Lab Busts
Location Sex
Offenders | ;513 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013
(9/8/2015)
Wilkes County 142 0 4 1 0 1 2 7 19 59 50
Surry County 100 0 4 0 1 0 2 2 4 16 11
State of NC 14,469| 982 328| 197 157|  197| 206| 235 344 460 561

a - NC Department of Justice, Sex Offender Statistics, Offender Statistics; http:/sexoffender.ncdoj.gov/stats.aspx. (Note that the
total does not include those who are incarcerated.) Accessed September 8, 2015.

b - NC Department of Crime Control and Public Safety, Governor's Crime Commission, Publications. Gangs in North Carolina 2013:

An Analysis of GangNET Data, March 2013, Appendix 2. https://www.ncdps.gov/div/GCC/PDFs/Pubs/Gangs2013.pdf.
¢ - NC Department of Justice, State Bureau of Investigation, Crime, Enforce Drug Laws, Meth Focus, Meth Lab Busts;
http://www.ncdoj.gov/getdoc/b1f6f30e-df89-4679-9889-53a3f185c849/Meth-Lab-Busts.aspx.

Data on gang activity and drug arrests provided to the Wilkes CHA/CHNA Team by local Wilkes
County authorities are presented in the table below. Note that this data indicates gang activity

unrecorded in the table above.

Table 53. Gang Activity and Drug Arrests, Wilkes County (2012-2015 [part])

Recorded Offenses | 2012 2013 2014 2015
(Jan 1 to Aug 20
Gang Activities 6 11 5 5
Drug Arrests 230 295 310 164

Source: Personal communication, Rachel Willard, Health Promotion Coordinator,
to Sheila S. Pfaender, Public Health Consultant, September 14, 2015.

Juvenile Crime
The following definitions will be useful in understanding the subsequent data and discussion.

Complaint: A formal allegation that a juvenile committed an offense, which will be reviewed
by a counselor who decides whether to approve or not approve the complaint. If approved,

it will be heard in juvenile court.
Undisciplined: Describes a juvenile between the ages of six and 16, who is unlawfully
absent from school, or regularly disobedient and beyond disciplinary control of

parent/guardian, or is regularly found where it is unlawful for juveniles to be, or has run away
from home for more than 24 hours. It also includes 16-17 year olds who have done any of

the above except being absent from school.

Delinquent: Describes a juvenile between the ages of six and not yet 16 who commits an

offense that would be a crime under state or local law if committed by an adult.
Diversion: If a complaint is not approved, it may be diverted to a community resource or
placed on a diversion contract or plan that lays out stipulations for the juvenile (like
community service) to keep the juvenile out of court.

Non-divertible: Non-divertible offenses include offenses like: murder, rape, sexual offense,

arson, first degree burglary, crime against nature, willful infliction of serious bodily harm,
assault with deadly weapon, etc.
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Transfer to Superior Court: A juvenile who is 13, 14 or 15 who is alleged to have
committed a felony may be transferred to Superior Court and tried and sentenced as an
adult. If ajuvenile is over 13 and charged with first degree murder, the judge must transfer
the case to Superior Court if probable cause is found.

Rate: The number per 1,000 persons that are aged 6 to 17 in the county.

The next table presents a summary of juvenile justice complaints for the period 2011 through
2014. The table after that presents the related juvenile justice outcomes for the same period.

e The number and rate of complaints for undisciplined youth in Wilkes County decreased
throughout the period cited.

¢ The number and rate of complaints of delinquent youth in Wilkes County increased
between 2011 and 2012 but decreased thereafter.

Table 54. Juvenile Justice Complaints
(2011 through 2014)

Complaints

. - . Rate Undisciplined (Complaints per Rate Delinquent (Complaints per
Location No. Undisciplined No. Delinquent 1,000 Ages 6 to 17) 1,000 Age 6 to 15)

2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 2011 2012 2013 2014 2011 2012 2013 2014

Wilkes County 50 43 38 25 222 251 197 148 4.7 4.0 3.6 24 25.0 28.4 225 17.0
Surry County 55 58 27 33 201 200 187 237 4.6 4.9 23 2.9 205 20.7 194 253
State of NC 3,603 3,194 2,738| 2,277| 33,556] 31,575| 29,353| 29,288 23 25 17 15 26.1 247 22.9 225

Source: NC Department of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, Statistics and Legislative Reports, County Databooks
(Search by Year); https://www.ncdps.gov/index2.cfm?a=000003,002476,002483,002482,002506,002523.

e Over the four years cited, 68 Wilkes County youth were sent to secure detention, 3 were

sent to youth development centers, and none were transferred to Superior Court.

Table 55. Juvenile Justice Outcomes
(2011 through 2014)

Outcomes
L . No. Sent to Secure Detention No. Sent to Youth Development No. Transferred to Superior
ocation ' Y Center Court

2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2011 { 2012 | 2013 | 2014

Wilkes County 17 19 9 23 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Surry County 15 18 10 6 1 1 3 0 0 0 0 0
State of NC 3,558| 2,767| 2,352| 2,244 307 216 219 202 28 36 28 14

Source: NC Department of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, Statistics and Legislative Reports, County
Databooks (Search by Year); https://www.ncdps.gov/index2.cfm?a=000003,002476,002483,002482,002506,002523.

Sexual Assault

The table below summarizes data from the Domestic Violence Commission of the NC Council
for Women on the number of individuals who filed complaints of sexual assault in the period
from FY2004-05 through FY2013-14.

e Sexual assault complaints in Wilkes County fluctuated without pattern and peaked at 66

in FY2009-10.
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Table 56. Sexual Assault Complaint Trend
(FY2004-05 through FY2013-14)

L . No. of Individuals Fling Complaints ("Clients")
ocation

FY2004-05 | FY2005-06 | FY2006-07 | FY2007-08 | FY2008-09 | FY2009-10 | FY2010-11 | FY2011-12 | FY2012-13 | FY2013-14
Wilkes County n/a 37 20 32 28 66 45 29 58 39
Surry County 0 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 11 9
State of NC 8,564 8,721 7,444 6,527 8,494 13,392 13,881 13,214 12,971 13,736

* Program submitted partial data.

Source: NC Department of Administration, Council for Women, Domestic Violence Commission, Statistics, County Statistics (years
as noted); http://www.doa.state.nc.us/cfw/stats.htm.

The next table presents details on the types of sexual assaults reported in FY2013-14.

e The largest proportions of sexual assault complaints in Wilkes County were for adult
rape (48.7%) and in the category “Other” (23.1%).

e Statewide the largest proportion of sexual assault complaints involved child sexual
offense (26.2%); the second largest proportion involved adult rape (19.1%).

Table 57. Types of Sexual Assaults
(FY2013-14)

Type of Assault
Total Adult Survivor Child Sexual
Location Assault Adult Rape Date Rape of Child Sexual | Marital Rape Offense Incest Other
Clients Assault
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
Wilkes County 39 19 48.7 0 0.0 5 12.8 2 51 2 5.1 2 5.1 9 23.1
Surry County 9 3 333 0 0.0 0 0.0 3 333 0 0.0 0 0.0 3 333
State of NC 13,736 2,624 19.1( 1,037 75| 2,485 18.1( 1,120 8.2 3,598 26.2 823 6.0] 2,049 14.9

Source: NC Department of Administration, Council for Women, Domestic Violence Commission, Statistics, 2013-2014 County
Statistics; http://www.doa.state.nc.us/cfw/stats.htm.

The following table details the types of offenders involved in sexual assault complaints in
comparator jurisdictions in FY2013-14.

¢ In Wilkes County the most common offender in sexual assault complaints was an
acquaintance (45.5%) followed by a relative (30.3%).

e Statewide the most common offender was a relative (39.5%), followed by an
acquaintance (24.9%).

Table 58. Types of Offenders in Sexual Assaults
(FY2013-14)

I Type of Offender
Location Tota Relative Acquaintance | Boy/Girl Friend Stranger Unknown
Offenders
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
Wilkes County 33 10 30.3 15 455 3 9.1 1 3.0 4 12.1
Surry County 9 6 66.7 0 0.0 3 33.3 0 0.0 0 0.0
State of NC 14,245 5,632 39.5] 3,541 249 1,565 11.0 839 59| 2,668 18.7

Source: NC Department of Administration, Council for Women, Domestic Violence Commission, Statistics, 2011-2012 County
Statistics; http://www.doa.state.nc.us/cfw/stats.htm.
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Domestic Violence

The table below summarizes data on the number of individuals who filed complaints of domestic
violence from FY2004-05 through FY2013-14.

e Since the figures are counts and not rates, they are difficult to compare from one
jurisdiction to another.

e The annual number of complaints varies in all three jurisdictions without a clear pattern
over the period covered, but in Wilkes County complaints appeared to be more
numerous in FY2009-10 and later than in FY2008-09 and earlier. This is perhaps to be
expected, since domestic violence tends to increase in times of economic hardship, such
as the national recession that began around 2009-2010.

Table 59. Domestic Violence Complaint Trend
(FY2004-05 through FY2013-14)

No. of Individuals Fling Complaints ("Clients")
Location
FY2004-05 | FY2005-06 | FY2006-07 | FY2007-08 | FY2008-09 | FY2009-10 | FY2010-11 [ FY2011-12 [ FY2012-13 | FY2013-14
Wilkes County 557 551 584 567 624 683 637 580 869 712
Surry County 108 105 83 305 297 458 454 57 681 482
State of NC 50,726 48,173 47,305 41,787 51,873 66,320 61,283 51,563 57,345 55,274

* Program submitted partial data.

Source: NC Department of Administration, Council for Women, Domestic Violence Commission, Statistics, County Statistics (years
as noted); http://www.doa.state.nc.us/cfw/stats.htm.

The next table provides details on the services received by domestic violence complainants in
FY2013-14.

e The most common service provided to domestic violence complainants in Wilkes County
in the period cited was advocacy.

e The local domestic violence shelter serving Wilkes County was full on 69 days.

Table 60. Services Received by Domestic Violence Complainants
(FY2013-14)

Total . Services Received Days Local
. Domestic
Location Viol Shelter
(':T::;e Total | Information | Advocacy | Referral | Transport [ Counseling [ Hospital | Court [ Other | was Full
i

Wilkes County 712 6,138 1,304 2,059 1,308 202 952 0 303 0 69
Surry C