
The Duke Endowment 
Call for Health Care Concept Proposals 

 
 

The process below is only for faculty based in the Wake market. Faculty in the greater Charlotte market should contact 
Rachel Ellis (rachel.ellis@advocatehealth.org).  

 
This is a call for concept proposals for the December 15, 2026 cycle of The Duke Endowment (TDE) funding. Interested 
applicants should refer to the summary information below and submit the concept proposal on page two electronically to the 
application system by Friday, September 18. 
 
Important Deadlines: 
September 18 -- Internal Deadline – Submit concept proposals through RedCap.  
October 8 – Concept Proposals will be reviewed by the Intramural Research Support Committee with the top five concept 

proposals submitted to TDE. 
October 30  – Applicants will be notified if TDE has requested a full application. Invited applicants will work with the Office of 

Philanthropy on the full application. An invitation to submit a full application does not guarantee funding. 
December 15 – External full application deadline 
 
For the December 2026 cycle, concept proposals from the Wake market will need to directly address one of the following 
topics of interest: 

- Access to Care for Underserved Populations 
• Projects must address access for essential services (including but not limited to primary care or 

maternity care) in rural communities. It is recommended that projects have local partners at the 
table to discuss how to better reach the underserved in their respective rural communities.  

- Health for Individuals with Complex Care Needs 
• Projects must have a proactive approach to address complex care needs of high utilizers of health 

system services. 
- Population Health 

• Projects must address social needs such as food insecurity, social isolation, lifestyle medicine, and 
health literacy. Recognizing the importance of healthy behaviors, TDE is interested in advancing 
programs that help individuals overcome barriers that prevent or limit behavior change. 

- Workforce Resiliency 
• Focused on innovative approaches to addressing resiliency in the clinical care teams. 

- Workforce Development 
• Creating a robust pipeline for the future healthcare workforce. Supporting health systems create 

innovative outreach programs to reach diverse students early in their academic careers and provide 
mentoring and experiential opportunities.   

 
Guidelines 

- The Duke Endowment does not fund 100% of the project costs. Applicants may request approval for up to 20% 
cost-share internally through established WFUHS policies and procedures before submitting a concept 
proposal.  

- The Duke Endowment excludes F&A. Instead, the applicable F&A Rate can be used as an additional “In-Kind” 
contribution and included when calculating the overall estimated project cost in the concept proposal.    

- All projects will have a July 1, 2027 start date and be 24 or 36 months in length.  
- Basic research projects are ineligible. 
- Sustainability is a key component and a strong plan to sustain and grow the project (if applicable) should be 

established.  

mailto:rachel.ellis@advocatehealth.org
https://redcap.school.wakehealth.edu/surveys/?s=37PHTMKYCW48L98D


The Duke Endowment 
Call for Health Care Concept Proposals 

Project Title: 

Project Leader (Only One Project Leader Permitted): 

Project Leader Title (100 character limit):  

Total Years Requesting Funding:  

Total Overall Estimated Project Cost:  

Total Request Amount from The Duke Endowment:  

1. What need will this project address (300 word limit):

2. Describe your proposed project and intended outcomes (300 word limit):
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