W.M. Keck Foundation

Request for Internal Applications — December 2026 Cycle
PURPOSE
The W. M. Keck Foundation Research Program supports early-stage, high-risk basic science with the potential
to open new fields or rewrite textbooks. They are not a funder of disease specific research, translational or
applied work, optimization of existing techniques, or incremental extensions of established research directions
or methods. They welcome work that other funders consider too early, too speculative, or too far from the
prevailing paradigm. They do not require preliminary data or evidence that a federal agency has declined
funding for the proposed work.

Funding Priorities:
e High-impact research in basic physical, life, and biomedical sciences, including instrumentation and
engineering in service of basic science
e Pioneering, fundamental discoveries in important and emerging research areas
¢ Novel approaches that are distinctive, innovative, field-expanding, and challenge existing paradigms
¢ High-risk, high-reward proposals are welcome

What the W.M. Keck Foundation Looks For:
e Project overview: What are the unique aspects, positioning relative to field, preliminary data, if available
Methodologies: What is validated, what is new
Key personnel: Why is this the right team
Knowledge gap: What is the basic scientific question to be answered
Impact: What will ~$1M enable
Innovation: How is this distinctive from existing work, especially any recent similar awards by Keck, in
what ways does it challenge existing norms
¢ Risk: What features of this project are high-risk

W.M. Keck Foundation Does Not Fund:
Medical devices or bench-to-bedside translational research
Projects solely focused on engineering equipment, tools, or materials
Engineering for efficiency, optimization or cost reduction
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Drug discovery, development, or delivery
Disease biomarker screening

Digital twin implementations

User facilities or equipment for shared facilities
Supplements, renewals, or follow-on funding
Conferences or science policy

ELIGIBILITY

This internal competition is open to investigators in the Advocate Health enterprise with a primary tenure-track
faculty appointment at Wake Forest University School of Medicine.

Past grantees may apply on significantly different projects. Resubmissions of declined proposals are ineligible.
Follow-on funding for previous awards is not allowed. Only selected applicants will be invited to submit an
external application. For more information, please visit the W.M. Keck Foundation website.

KEY DATES
Date Detail
10/16/26, 11:59 pm ET | Internal Deadline
11/02/26 Selection of Applicants
12/07/26, 4:30 pm PT | External Deadline

FUNDING
The W.M. Keck Foundation typically funds $1 — 1.3 million over a three-year period. Internal applications are
due October 16, 2026 (see below).


https://www.wmkeck.org/research-overview/

APPLICATION PROCEDURE

Applications that do not comply with these guidelines will not be considered for review.

Click here to access the Electronic Submission Form
Application Requirements (all requirements below align with Keck Foundation application)
Deadline: 10/16/2026, 11:59pm ET
Format Specifications
Arial font and no smaller than 11 point
Margins at least 0.5 inches (sides, top, and bottom)
Single-spaced lines
All uploaded documents must be in PDF format

Submission/Applicant Information
e Project Title (200-character max)
e Submitting Principal Investigator, Co-Investigator(s), and other Key Personnel information

Project Summary (1-page max; no references required)
e Scientific Question (up to 300 characters)
o State the scientific question motivating this work in terms accessible to a scientist outside your
field. Do not include methods, instruments, or field-specific frameworks.
¢ Potential Impact (up to 600 characters for each consequence provided)
o If the scientific question is answered, what changes? Provide two distinct downstream
consequences.
¢ Risks (up to 300 characters)
o Highlight potential risks to project success. Address how you will mitigate them in the Project
Narrative.

Project Narrative (2-page max, all items below are required components)
o State of the Field and the Gap
o Describe the current state of understanding in the field. What dominant paradigm, prevailing
model, or standard assumption does this work test, extend or break. What is currently
impossible or unknown? Why has the gap persisted?
e Approach
o Open with one sentence stating how the proposed work would answer the scientific question
stated in your Summary. State the central hypothesis or idea. Identify the specific goals or aims
of the work. For each aim: What will be done? How? What does success or failure look like?
Identify the methodological, theoretical, or instrumental advances that distinguish this approach
from existing work.
o Feasibility
o Evidence supporting the feasibility of the proposed work. For early-stage proposals, articulate
the feasibility argument from related results, team capability, or theoretical grounding. Absence
of preliminary data is not disqualifying.

References (no page limit)

NIH-style biographical sketch for all Key Personnel
o All key personnel listed on the proposal application must submit a NIH-style biosketch using the
SciENcv common form.
o Key personnel are limited to investigators with institutional Pl status, such as tenured or tenure-track
faculty. Exclude technical staff, students, postdocs, and trainees.

CONTACTS

Questions regarding the application process should be directed to foundationsAHWFB@Advocatehealth.org.
Questions about the electronic submission system should be directed to Katelyn Still at
Katelyn.Still@Advocatehealth.org.



https://redcap.school.wakehealth.edu/surveys/?s=KY3AC8PX7XTXDNMD
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/
mailto:foundationsAHWFB@Advocatehealth.org
mailto:Katelyn.Still@Advocatehealth.org

	PURPOSE
	ELIGIBILITY
	KEY DATES
	FUNDING
	APPLICATION PROCEDURE
	CONTACTS

