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YOUR PATH REPORT

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIR

As we move into November, let’s pause to reflect on gratitude and why we’re here. Our
work is more than tasks—it’s about caring for patients, advancing knowledge, and
shaping a healthier future. Gratitude helps us see this purpose clearly, fostering resilience
and strengthening relationships. This month, let’s turn gratitude into action: send a
thank-you note, recognize a teammate, or share encouragement. These simple acts
remind us that we’re part of a mission-driven team where every person matters.
Together, let’s celebrate the good, honor our shared purpose, and carry that spirit

forward into the season ahead. - Diana Cardona, MD, MBA

FOR YOUR AWARENESS Stay up to date by
following us!

e Get your flu shot! Two weeks left for flu vaccine clinics. Ins’ga: wakepath

Schedule your vaccination appointment using TrackMy. Check X: Atrium_WakePath

out the Intranet for additional information and compliance
FAQs for exceptions. Flu clinics close Tuesday, Nov. 4th, and the deadline is Dec. 2nd,

INTERESTING OPPORTUNITIES

e Monthly Grand Rounds — November 5t (8:30 - 9:30 a.m): Dr. Nicholas Heger from
Tufts University School of Medicine presents “Toxicology Testing Challenges in the
Opioid Crisis.” Click here for More info.

e Veterans Day — November 11th

o Advocate Health Veterans Day Program: Service to Our Nation (9:00- 10:00 a.m)

e Exploring the Privacy, Legal and Ethical Implications of AT — November 13t (10:00 -
11:00 a.m)

UPCOMING EVENTS

e Fall Door Decorating Challenge — Deadline for photo submissions is November 28th
(the day after Thanksgiving)

e Winter Door Decorating Challenge — beginning December 15t

e Holiday Luncheon — December 17t

e Coming Soon! Gingerbread Wars Challenge. Pathology Labs are invited to enter a
decorated house. Voting will take place at the holiday luncheon. Pre-order a house for
your department/lab today!

HAPPY
HALLOWEEN!
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https://aah.trackmyverivax.com/login
https://intranet.wakehealth.edu/news/wf/general/flu
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mailto:jodee.spencer@advocatehealth.org?subject=Gingerbread%20Wars
https://advocatehealth.sharepoint.com/sites/DiversityEquityInclusion/SiteAssets/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FDiversityEquityInclusion%2FSiteAssets%2FSitePages%2FNovember%2F%28November%29%20Native%20American%20Heritage%20Month%20Reading%20List%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FDiversityEquityInclusion%2FSiteAssets%2FSitePages%2FNovember
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=lebCPz0oTk6tRuQ30RsYq_yDffrEqjVBvTLhc87zANRUNUY0N1k0OFhFQ0pQQ0JJTEhNM0E4VFhHTS4u&route=shorturl__;!!Kv7QgGdTlhIaqSqT!KQXb4jT4dgGGiqLF7f4iElGdj5c-upGAHC-CC1j3m4D3adI9EXVfKJDNtIoG2WlcAPUjFeJklkSzTCsFLwAQcM0$
https://forms.office.com/r/q2J7QAtDrS
https://forms.office.com/r/q2J7QAtDrS

FACULTY AND LABORATORY ACHIEVEMENTS Imagine 2025 ¢

Taking Your Lab
William Harrison, MD is serving as the Site Principal Investigator for Wake
Forest University in the SEA-AD 2.0 U19 program—a multi-institutional initiative
funded by the National Institute on Aging. As part of the Accelerating Medicines
Partnership for Alzheimer’s Disease (AMP AD 2.0), this project aims to build a
comprehensive molecular atlas of the human brain to better understand the early
mechanisms of Alzheimer’s disease.

“Celebrating Neuropathology’s Contributions to Alzheimer’s Disease Research
Centers,” article co-authored by William Harrison, MD was accepted for
publication in a special edition of the Alzheimer’s & Dementia journal.

Abdullah Kilie, MD — 1. “Genetic and Phenotypic Intra-Clade Variation in

Candida auris Isolated from Critically Ill Patients in a New York City Tertiary
Care Center” article has been published in Clinical Chemistry. 2.“Evaluation of the
Analytical Sensitivity of a Molecular Point-of-Care Assay as Compared to 3
Lateral Flow Assays for Group A Streptococcus” article has been published in The
Journal of Applied Laboratory Medicine.

Lynne Rosenblum, PhD — The Wake Forest Cytogenetics Lab is pleased to
announce that one of our technicians, Richard Walker, recently passed his
American Society for Clinical Pathology (ASCP) Cytogenetics Certification exam.

Richard joined the lab in August 2023 and has become a valued member of our
team. We are so proud of this accomplishment. Congratulations Richard!
Technologist Madhumita Santra, from the
Molecular Genetics Laboratory, won a Best Poster
award at the Imagine 2025 and Beyond conference
in Chapel Hill, NC on October 4th, 2025. Her poster
presentation was titled "Comprehensive evaluation
of copy numbers and other genetic variants of
SMN1/2 genes improve detection of SMA carrier
diagnosis in a Molecular Genetics Laboratory."
Congratulations Mita!

Michael Gautreaux, PhD — Elaine Forrest-
O'Shields has officially assumed the role of President-
Elect on the Board of Directors for the American
College of Histocompatibility and Immunogenetics
(ACHI) for the 2025—2027 term.

Diana Cardona MD, MBA and Jerri McLemore,
MD were honored at the Faculty Achievement Banquet
for their promotion to the rank of Professor during
Academic Year 2025, recognizing their outstanding
contributions to the academic community.

Deeksha Sikri, MBBS, MD published a book. “Pathodoodles Primer: The A to Z of Pathology” is
a creative visual dictionary that breaks down the complex language of pathology from its Greek and
Latin roots to clinical applications.

Elizabeth Palavecino, MD — received an Advocate Health Touchstone Award for her team’s innovative
project, “Rethinking End-Of-Life Care Diagnostics: Cessation of Blood Culture Testing.”

Jasna Walton — On October 10th, Cynthia McCraw marked an incredible 10 years with the organization!
We are deeply grateful for her dedication, hard work, and the many contributions she’s made over the years.
Thank you, Cindy, for your unwavering commitment. We look forward to many more successful years together!
Emmanuel Fadeyi, MD — ACS Trauma Inspection was completed on Oct 29th with no deficiencies or citation
for our Blood bank/The trauma program. Thank you to Christina and the rest of the team in the Blood bank for
doing an excellent job!
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https://alz-journals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/alz.70734
https://doi.org/10.1093/clinchem/hvae185
https://doi.org/10.1093/jalm/jfaf042
https://a.co/d/cMi2zuz

Innovation in Action: Welcoming Danaher to

Halloween Door Decorating
Wake Forest & Advocate Clinical Labs

Contest Winners from
Clarkson Campus!
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By the
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Lab

On October 21, we had the privilege of hosting senior
leaders from Danaher and their diagnostic operating
companies for a dynamic onsite visit at Wake Forest
University and Advocate Clinical Laboratories. The day was
filled with collaborative energy, strategic discussions, and
forward-thinking demonstrations. We're excited about the
possibilities ahead and grateful for the opportunity to
explore new frontiers in clinical innovation together.
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Thank you to all who helped make this visit a success—
especially our planning team and presenters. Let’s keep the
momentum going!
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C. Schasf Lab

Alien Abduction by the formerly abducted PTS silent Screams Graveyard: Shively Lab

15t Place: The Cline Lab “Pick your Poison”

2nd Place: Cecilia Schaaf Lab “Little Lab of
Horrors”

WHAT OUR RESIDENTS AND FELLOWS ARE UP TO

e Interview Window: October 23 — December 18, 2025

e  Our Pathology residents took a well-deserved break during the
Wellness Lunch on Oct 15th to focus on musculoskeletal health in
the workplace. The session included a review of musculoskeletal
disorders in Pathology and a hands-on chair yoga practice to
explore prevention and relief techniques.

e Addie Hancock, DO and Michael Ann

Priddy-Arrington, MD presented their posters

at the National Association of Medical Examiners

(NAME) conference, October 18t in Louisville, KY

e Addie Hancock, DO completed her ballistics

training for her forensic pathology fellowship, on
Oct. 4th
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