
 
 

YOUR PATH REPORT 
A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIR 

Riding the Winds of Change  

 

As hurricane season swirls around us, we’re reminded that storms—whether in nature or 

in life—may shake us, but they also shape us. And instead of simply bracing for impact, 

we’re leaning in. This September, we reflect on the transformations reshaping our work, 

our teams, and our strategy. 

 

Like the eye of a hurricane, moments of calm give us space to realign and refocus. 

Together, we’ve faced shifting workflows, evolving and merging technologies, and new 

challenges in care, research and education—and we’ve shown that resilience means more 

than surviving. It means growing stronger, staying connected, and remaining true to the 

values that guide us. 

 

Let’s keep lifting each other up, sharing our stories, and celebrating the strength we’re 

building—no matter the forecast.    - Diana Cardona, MD, MBA 

FOR YOUR AWARENESS 

• Annual Benefit Enrollment is Oct. 15-31st   

 Watch the learning series to learn more. 

• Check out the new Faculty Affairs 

Resource Site  

• Faculty who want to convert to a 

wfusm.edu email address should submit 

this WFUSM Faculty EDU Email Opt In 

form by September 19, 2025. 

• A new Multifactor Authentication (DUO) will be replacing Microsoft authenticator 

later this year. 

STAFFING UPDATES – COMINGS AND GOINGS 

• WELCOME Dr. Justin Cates, MD who officially started on September 2nd. 

INTERESTING OPPORTUNITIES 

• Our monthly Grand Rounds will be open to the enterprise - First Session 9/10/25 
(7:30-8:30 CST / 8:30 to 9:30 EST). Click here for More info 

• Teammate Art Show: Voting Now Open Take a moment to explore the gallery and 
vote for your favorite pieces before Sept. 12. 

• Get Involved with Environmental Sustainability 

• AAPath Grant Program for Trainees from the Society of '67 application period is 
NOW OPEN:. Letters of Intent must be submitted by October 1st. 

• Clinical and Translational Science Institute K12 Mentored Career Development 
Award: Request for Applications for 2026. Letters of Intent due by October 27th. 

• WSFCS Classroom Rescue! (see more on the last page) 

• Pathology Exemplar video for Dictation & Hotkeys for pathologists featuring Dr. 
Darly Knoedler 

September 
2025 

 
Academic Environment 

and Experience: 

Follow this QR code to 

provide suggestions 

for our cultural activities 

and information 

 

     Click here to share your 

updates  or use this QR code 

 

 

The Laugh Lab 

Did you know that you can 

hear the blood in your veins 

if you listen varicosely? 

Why did the pathologist 

bring a raincoat to the lab? 

Because the forecast called 

for scattered cells and heavy 

staining! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

• Imagine 2025 and Beyond - Taking Your Laboratories into the Future: Register here! 

Date: Saturday, October 4, 2025 from 8:00 am – 5:00 pm  

• Mini Egypt – Egyptian Festival – Saturday September 13th from 12-4pm. Flyer Info 
 

FACULTY AND LABORATORY ACHIEVEMENTS 

• Yanjun Hou MD, PhD will be a speaker at the 11th Annual CAPA - Diagnostic Course 

and CAPA - CAP Companion Meeting in September in Orlando, FL. Course Agenda 

• "Convolutional neural network-derived neurofibrillary tangle classifiers: 

Investigative tools to identify maturation levels and explore post-translational 

modifications using laser capture microdissection coupled mass spectrometry" has 

been accepted for publication in the Journal of Neuropathology and Experimental 

Neurology  with William Harrison, MD as the senior author of the manuscript.  

• Alina Sofronescu, PhD – Charloise Lab Inspection was perfect, with no deficiencies 

or recommendations. Congratulations!  

• Mark Giffen, DO supported Student Dr. Jenna Aungst, OMS4 in their successful 

application for a College of American Pathologists Sparking Interest in Pathology 

Award. Link 

• Diana Cardona MD, MBA was featured on PATH News Network Daily Edition 

and shares powerful insights on the importance of Patient-Centered Pathology Reports 

in her latest interview with the College of American Pathologists. Link 

• Haodong Xu, MD, PhD as a co-investigator received a fundable score for their 

NHLBI-R01 grant titled “Cellular heterogeneity in mitochondrial calcium dynamics in 

heart failure” with a project period of 04/01/2025-03/31/2030 and total cost of 

$2,520,860. Featured Newsletter 

• Susan Appt, DVM - “Efficacy and safety of a therapeutic humanized FSH-blocking 

antibody in obesity and Alzheimer’s disease models” article has been published in the 

Journal of Clinical Investigation. 

 

WHAT OUR RESIDENTS AND FELLOWS ARE UP TO 

• Pathology Residency Interview Release Date – October 15, 2025 at 4pm 

Interview Window:  October 23 – December 18, 2025 

SPECIAL SHOUTOUT 

Zachary Townson (Decedent Affairs): 

We extend our sincere appreciation to Zachary Townson for his exceptional compassion and advocacy on behalf of a 

grieving family. When a widow encountered challenges with her late husband's death certificate, Zachary went above 

and beyond to ensure accuracy and support her application for VA benefits. His persistence, professionalism, and 

empathy made a meaningful difference during a difficult time. In her words, “He reminded me that there are still people 

who care.”  

In recognition of his efforts, the family presented Zachary with a heartfelt gift, including an Army coin symbolizing the 

values of duty, honor, and integrity—qualities he exemplifies daily in his work.  

 

Departmental DASH 
game! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stay up to date by 
following us! 
Insta: wakepath 

X: Atrium_WakePath 
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Comparative Medicine and Pathology Departments join forces to 

support WSFCS Classroom Rescue efforts! 🎒✏️ 

WSFCS Classroom Rescue is collecting school supply donations that are being delivered directly to classrooms in Forsyth 
County. 

📦 Keep an eye out for donation boxes around the Pathology department: 

• 1 inside the department  

• 1 near the elevators on the 
second floor 

• 1 inside the doors leading 
into Gray (2nd floor, near 
the garden entrance) 

• 1 Watlington Hall staircase 
(1st floor) 

The box at Clarkson will be near 
the Administrative Office Suite, 
in building 12 and 1 in the lower-
level breakroom. 

Boxes will be available starting 
September 5th and collected 

on October 3rd. There will be 
a supply list taped on the front of 

each box. 

Just to note, while we collected supply requests through a google form that was sent to every single teacher in Forsyth, 
supplies are not the only things we are collecting. A few businesses and individual community members have stepped up 
to donate in helping fix broken AC units! We have been inundated, and thankful to be, with much needed fan donations 

for classrooms in the interim. Those are being delivered daily as they come in 😊 – Rachel Williams 

 

 

 


