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Pesticide Safety Project
Latino Parent Education Program

Lesson 2 for Home Visit
 Keep Pests Out!
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Assessment of current knowledge:

Explain that a lot of people use residential pesticides to control pests in their homes.  Studies have shown that farmworker families have as many residential pesticides as agricultural pesticides in their homes.  Use the following questions to lead a discussion about residential pesticides: 
· What kind of pest problems have you heard of people having in their homes?

· What kinds of things have you heard of people doing to keep pests out of their homes?

· Have you ever learned anything about pesticide safety in the home?  What have you learned?

Activity 1: 

· Read aloud the handout Un pesticida es.../ A Pesticide Is...  Then read the handout Cómo Están los Niños Expuestos a los Pesticidas/How children are exposed to pesticides.  Explain that, because we know pesticides can cause illnesses in adults and children, it is important to try to keep pests out of your home so you don’t have to use pesticides to kill them.  Explain that the video they are about to see will show them how to keep pests out of their homes without using pesticides.  Play the DVD Cómo Controlar las Plagas. (If you don’t have access to a DVD player, read the comic book Dígale Adios a las Plagas/Send Pests Packing!)
Reflection 1: 
Use the following questions to lead a discussion about the story:
· What are some things you can do to keep pesticides out of your home?
· Why do you think it is important to use the right pesticide for the pest that you have?

· Why is it important to read the label before you use a pesticide?

· Why do you think you should use a trap before a spray?

· Why do you think you should use a spray before a bomb?

Activity 2:
Give the family a copy of the comic book Digale adios a las plagas/Send Pests Packing.  On three pieces of paper, write the headings: Mátalas de hambre/Starve them out, Mátalas de sed/Dry them out, and No las dejes entrar/Keep them out.  Work with the family to make a list of things people can do to accomplish the 3 goals. As you identify methods, draw pictures or write words under the appropriate heading to show the method (have family members do the writing if they are willing).  Once all of the methods identified in the comic book have been covered, ask if the family knows of any other pesticide free methods to keep pests out.  

By the end of this lesson, learners should be able to:


Identify residential pesticides and explain how they can be hazardous to adults and children.


Describe how to control pests in the home with pesticide use as a last resort.





Materials for demonstration:


DVD: Cómo Controlar las Plagas


Paper, Pens, crayons or markers for writing and drawing





Materials for participants:


Comic Book: Dígale Adios a las Plagas/Send Pests Packing!


Handout: Un pesticida es.../ A pesticide is..


Handout: Cómo Están los Niños Expuestos a los Pesticidas/How children are exposed to pesticides
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